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From Jeff Cotton  ….. 

The hardest thing to face sometimes is questions. What do I look like 
on the inside? What is at the core of my heart? Most of us live just 
trying to make ends meet and it can take a lot of time and effort. In 
doing so we can very easily become distracted from what we claim to 
believe, about our life as a Christian or a redeemed person. 

The next time we are tempted to boast, it might be wise to take a 
minute to think, “am I really poor in spirit, broken without Christ”. The 
answer is sometimes not what we would wish. 

How much does Jesus play a part in our daily lives? He actually 
doesn’t want to be just a part of our lives, but he is our life, our 
identity. Not what we do, where we live or even who else we know. 

Are there people we know that don’t even know we are a Christian? 
They may know lots of little things about us but they still don’t know 
the main reason we exist. Is it a Paul in Athens situation, are they 
caught up in spirituality’s which the Bible warns us about? Many are. 

Some people believe that unbelievers will see a difference in us to 
other people and may come and ask us why we are different from 
others, or just be able to tell the difference between a Christian and 
someone who’s not. This could be true. We are told to live differently 
from the world anyway. At some stage for someone to become a 
believer they need to be told what they are believing in for the 
salvation of their soul. This is demonstrated many times in the New 
Testament, including Athens. 

In NZ we are very shy about the gospel, and the health of the church 
in NZ reflects that. I had a friend who would ask himself every so 
often “When was the last time that I invited someone to church?” It 
does keep you humble.  

The bottom line of all of this is how much do I love Christ? That 
question comes before the other questions. Is it about Jesus or me? 
There we have the answer to all this, including all of the Beatitudes 
which we looked at. Where does Christ come in my life? Only you and 
God can answer that, but deep inside us we know the answer.  

So where to from here? “Well God here I am” Am I really in this 
because I want to follow him till the end? WOW that’s a big one. But 
it’s a much bigger one if we don’t follow him. 



Could today be the first day of taking a step further for Christ? Why not 
set yourself an aim. Just one small aim, in your Christian walk. If it 
doesn’t work out try again.  

What do you think God would like you to do that you haven’t done 
before. I am sure you know. 

Blessings. 

Jeff Cotton 

Where are we with our properties? Come and find out. 

An information meeting to consider the way forward in property 
matters will be held after morning worship on Sunday, September 22 
at the Thomson Street site. 

A shorter service will be held to accommodate this important meeting. 

The parish council has been collecting information from engineers 
and builders. There has also been much talk about making buildings 
suitable for the future.  

No decisions will be made at this meeting but the council would like to 
hear your views and thoughts. 

To date, the parish council has received price estimates for bringing 
the Oxford Street church and the Thomson Street hall up to standard 
where they could be used. An estimate for the Thomson Street 
church is being obtained. 

There has also been discussion around consolidating worship on one 
site. 

Another consideration has been the suitability of our buildings for 
future needs. Is further development needed over and above 
strengthening repairs. 

Our financial resources are sound because of the sale of property 
such as manses and a youth building in Thomson Street. 

Please give careful consideration for our property needs. What is the 
best way forward? Come along and put forward your views. 



Bible Study is held weekly at Judy and Murray Reeves’ 
home at 7 Shearer Street, Tinwald at 1.30 pm on 
Mondays, except public holidays.  Everyone welcome.  
Please phone 308 8123 for more information. 
 

Faith Discussion:  Will meet in the Oxford Street meeting room at 7.00 
pm on Sunday 1st September. 

Do you want some company, a cuppa and a chat in a relaxed 
atmosphere?  Drop in to Thomson Street on Wednesday mornings 
from 10.00 am until about 11.30 am. 

Senior Women’s Group:  Will meet at 10.00 am on Tuesday 
September 10th and 24th at Oxford Street. 

Worship Committee:  Meet at Thomson Street lounge on Thursday, 
September 12 at 5.00 pm. 
 

Pastoral:  If you know of someone who needs to be visited by someone 
from the pastoral team, please let the office know or contact the parish 
clerks. 

Hakatere Women’s Fellowship:   September 18 at 1.30 pm. 
Programme:  Fountain of Peace,  
Marilyn Bennett.  Devotions:  Suzanne Watson.  Visiting & Hostesses: 
Almond, Gay, Eunice.  Special Sales Table:  Hospital Chaplaincy Appeal    
                   
Meals on Wheels:  Hakatere Parish has Meals on 
Wheels delivery on Monday 30th September, Tuesday 1st 
and Wednesday 2nd October.  If you are able to help, 
please contact Pat Cannan ph 308 8670. 

White Elephant/Garage Sale:  The hall will be open on Thursday 12th 
September at 10.00 am until 5.00 pm and on Friday 13th September at 
9.00 am until 6.00 pm. 

Sympathy:  We extend our sympathy to Valmai and Ken McKenzie in 
the recent passing of Valmai’s sister, Nancy Moore and to Janet 
Butterick on the loss of her sister, Kathryn Green, and to the Brooker 
family in the passing of Noel.  Our thoughts are with you all. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women – Membership PWANZ needs your support 
and contributions to enable our administration and activities to 
continue over the next twelve months. These funds expand the work 
we do – we send delegations to the UN. We are frugal, however it all 
costs. We get no funds from PCANZ and ask you to support us.  

Join Presbyterian Women: Following the recommendation at the 
AGM 2018, individual membership will increase to $20 per annum 
from 1 July 2019. Membership includes: • BushFire newsletter; • a 
vote at the Annual General Meeting; Direct Credit: ASB 12 3011 
0117101 00 Name of Account: PWANZ Reference: Your Name 
Code: Subs2019 

                             ****************************** 

Spring is Coming!  

 

People in Rakaia are getting ready for their 

annual Plants4U@Rakaia event—not just the parishioners, but 

members of the wider community as well. The Rakaia News has an 

article about Jan, who has just planted a thousand vegetable seeds 

in preparation for the sale. He usually grows native plant seedlings 

but, for the second year in a row, he is donating vegetable seedlings 

to Plants 4 U. Many of his seedlings are from seed or cuttings he 

has collected while walking around. Some he doesn’t even know 

their name, yet. And some prove tricky to grow; it took him several 

attempts to get kowhai seedlings to grow. And many natives take a 

long time to reach the planting-out stage, for example flaxes are 

slow growing to start with. Lucky for all of us, Jan has a stack of 

natives ready for this year’s Plants 4 U sale! 
  
Read the full article on the Rakaia News website, or follow this link 
to direct to the relevant issue and head to page 21: https://
indd.adobe.com/view/6a760df5-069f-43d0-9e67-93ad8495550a  



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

From the parish council……. 

Finance Committee  

The draft budget for the 2019-2020 financial year has been 
presented. It included the new minister’s removal expenses, 
housing rental, stipend, beneficiary fund and allowances. The 
budget showed a deficit for the year of $42,000. 

An arrangement has been approved by the Hakatere Presbyterian 
Parish Charitable Trust to make available up to $40,000 for the 
financial year. 

Offerings by direct credit have increased. 
 

Property Committee 

New signage for the two sites was approved at a cost of $477.25. 
 

Mission Action Plan 

The mission plan for the parish has been updated with our goals, 
aspirations and planned actions included. It will be made available 
to parishioners who would like a copy. 
 

Website 

The parish website – available at www.hakaerepresbyterian.com – 
has been updated. Please have a look at it and if you notice there 
is information missing please let Carol Efford or the office know. 
 

Faith Education Committee 

A retreat day will be held at the Staveley Campsite on Saturday, 
November 2. More details to come but mark the date in your diary. 

                               

 ************************** 

Gospel Service:  Sunday 3rd November at 
Senior Centre, 206 Cameron Street, Ashburton, 
commencing at 7.00 pm.  All welcome. 



 Church Duties 

Oxford Street 

 

Elder 

September 1st  Carol Efford  

September 15th  Carol Efford 

Welcomer 

September 1st  Mareko family 

September 15th  Mareko family 

Door 

September 1st  Mareko family 

September 15th  Mareko family 

Morning Tea 

September 1st  Hospitality Committee 

September 15th  Mary & Ian Harrison and Eunice Jones 

 

Thomson Street 

 

Elder 

September 8th  Almond Royds 

September 22nd  Murray Reeves 

Welcomer 

September 8th  Christine Fleming 

September 22nd  Lois Burridge 

Door 

September 8th  Maureen Bishop 

September 22nd  Dennis Burridge 

Morning Tea 

September 8th  Bev Reveley, Judy & Murray Reeves 

September 22nd  Jill & Alex Ross and Arthur Bartlett 

Communion Elders 

September 1st  Jenny Scott, John Tyrrell, Lois & Dennis Burridge 

 



 

Sunday, Sept 1st Faith Discussion Group @ 
 Oxford Street meeting room, 7.00 pm 
 
Every Monday Bible Study @ Murray & Judy Reeves,
  7 Shearer Streeet, Tinwald 1.30 pm 
 
Tuesday, Sept 3  Parish Council Meeting  
  @ Oxford Street 7.00 pm 
 
Tuesday, Sept 10 Senior Women’s Group  
 @ Oxford St 10.00 am 
 
Every Wednesday Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 
 
Thursday, Sept 12 Worship Committee meet 
 at Thomson Street 5.00 pm 
 
Saturday, Sept 14 Parish Fair @ Oxford Street  
 9.00 am—11.00 am 
 
Wednesday, Sept 18  Information due for October newsletter 
 

 Parish Ladies Fellowship 
  “Fountain of Peace” 1.30 pm 
 
Sunday, Sept 22 Special meeting follow worship  
  to discuss property information 
 
Tuesday, Sept 24  Senior Women’s Group  
 @ Oxford St 10.00 am 
  
Saturday, Sept 28 Daylight Saving—turn clocks forward 
     -  check smoke alarms 
 
Tuesday, 1 Oct Parish Council meeting @ Oxford Street 
 
 
 
 
  
  
   



 

 

Hakatere Presbyterian Parish 
Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 
        John Tyrrell             Phone:  302 3777 
Office details:             Phone:  308 7501 
Email:  hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 
Website:  http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/  
 
Church Office is at 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald. 

Hours of opening: Wednesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm until  
4.00 pm 

How can we help? 
Do you—or someone you know or value need 

· Transport to church 
· Home communion 
· A home visit for a chat 
 

Please contact one of the following people: 

· Mary Harrison 308 8437 or 021 508543 
· Almond Royds 303 6706 or 021 610199 
· Alison Scammell 308 3861 or 022 4784207 
· John Tyrrell 027 2497125 or 302 3777 
 

or your Stay Connected delivery person. 

The annual meeting of the parish will be held 
following the worship service on Sunday, 
October 20th.  Please have reports for the 
year’s activities of your group up until June 
30th 2019 into the church office by September 
30th. 



 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:   18 September 2019 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
Oxford St:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
Thomson St:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton  
Paper Plus, East Street, Ashburton 

The computer swallowed Grandma, yes, honestly, it’s true!  

She pressed “control” and “enter” and disappeared from view. 

 It’s devoured her completely, the thought just makes me squirm.  

She must have caught a virus or been eaten by a worm. 

I’ve searched through the recycle bin and files of every kind;  

I’ve even used the Internet, but nothing did I find.  

In desperation, I asked Mr Google my searches to refine.  

The reply from him was negative, not a thing was found “online.”  

So, if inside your “inbox,” my Grandma you should see,  

Please “Copy, Scan” and “paste” her, and send her back to me! 

With thanks to a parishioner of First Church, Dunedin 

Worship Services September 2019 
September 1st  10.00 am @ Oxford Street—Communion 

September 8th  10.00 am @ Thomson Street 

September 15th  10.00 am @  Oxford Street—  
    Spring flower Service 

September 22nd  10.00 am @ Thomson Street 

September 29th  9.30 am—Combined Worship with  
    Baring Square @ Paterson’s Chapel 
 

October 6th  10.00 am @ Oxford Street 


