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Johanna’s Jottings 
     As you can see from the Parish Council 
update in this Newsletter your Council is 
meeting a little more often for a while as we 
work through the effects of covid 19 
regulations.  I am grateful to all members of PC 
for their wisdom and support.  They want this 
Stay Connected to be a reminder to you all that 
we do belong together, and we are connected, 
despite the isolation of lockdown.  Please do 
ring one of us if you are feeling less connected, and would like 
prayer, or just a chance to share what is happening in your life.   
I know how important this is.  Yesterday I began the day feeling 
grey and anxious.  I was wound up in a way that was not helpful.  
But during the morning I had good conversations with 2 of our 
wise PC members.  Then after lunch the Presbytery clergy chat 
on zoom (a weekly event) lifted the last of my grey shroud. In the 
evening to complete the lightening of my heart, I enjoyed a 
proper phone catch-up with a friend from my Dunedin days.  
There are lots of questions tucked into this Newsletter.  I’ve 
been putting questions into my daily emails too.  The question of 
how has covid 19 changed us and our world continues rising up.  
Our response to the coronavirus has meant some changes of 
behaviour, at least for a period of weeks.  It has introduced us to 
some new language, and shown us a different view of our public 
health system.  For some this has been a very busy time.  As 
essential workers, or those suddenly coping more on their own 
than usual with the care of dependents there may have been 
little time for reflection.  Some perhaps have felt there was too 
much time for reflection.  I am sitting somewhere between these 
two poles, aware that I have been given an opportunity to look at 
myself, my work, and my world from a different perspective.  
However so far I’ve merely garnered an unsorted collection of 
images, rather than a coordinated picture.  I look forward to 
hearing God to speak into this messy collection of ideas and 
noticings, and also for more conversations with you and my 
friends in other parts of the country.  Hearing your thoughts will 
often shine a bit more clarity into my own thoughts.  So once 
again, feel free to email, phone or join me on zoom to explore.  
Your sister in Christ, Johanna 

 
 

 
Lockdown Thoughts 
 
I’ve tidied drawers and Pantry  
They’re really shiny bright.  
And though the Office took a week  
I found the floor last night!  
I’ve sorted out some photographs  
And Family History too  
A jig saw puzzle took some time 
 But now it’s finished – phew!  
I’ve been through Grandma’s recipes 
 (My cakes don’t look like hers!)  
But when I do get something right  
I’m like a cat that purrs. 
 I’ve talked to friends both near and far  
Caught up on all their news.  
The phone now has flat batteries and almost blew a fuse!  
But most, I’m so very grateful  
To friends and family  
Who’ve gathered grocery orders  
And bought them home to me.  
 
Those folk who are essential Deserve highest praise each day  
Doctors, Nurses, Chemists, Grocers  
Give them a shout – Hooray!!  
Thank God for our beautiful Country  
For the scenery and our space and a special thanks for Methven  
Our great Community place!  
Joan Wright  



Update on the Moderator’s Appeal for Vanuatu—Three weeks ago I 
launched a Moderator’s appeal for Vanuatu in response to the scale of dam-
age caused by Cyclone Harold.  This Category 5 Tropical Cyclone wreaked 
tremendous havoc on Vanuatu’s northern Islands on 6 April, as we have 
seen on our Global Mission Facebook.  Through your generous support for 
the recovery work by our Church partner Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu 
(PVC), our beloved congregations and members have raised $33,000 as of 
15 May. Well done for giving so generously in the current circumstances.  
The fact that we can respond financially even while we face an uncertain 
economic future is testament to the deep faith within our membership, and of 
the strong commitment that we have to our partner Churches. While we are 
unable to send anyone to help due to Covid-19 border restrictions, the finan-
cial support will be a significant boost to the PCV’s rebuilding programme.  
Our Church has been quick to send much needed funds. In the first week 
after the cyclone, the PCANZ donated emergency funds to Talua Theologi-
cal Training Institute, which had sustained serious damage. The following 
week we forwarded further funds to contribute to the Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu’s support for communities affected by Cyclone Harold, and also by 
volcanic ash fall which was simultaneously causing serious problems on 
Tanna Island. In a letter of thanks to donors, the PCV General Secretary Al-
len Nafuki made note of our donation, he wrote: “On behalf of the PCV a 
massive thank you to every group and individual who made a donation to the 
Church’s effort to support all those affected by Tropical Cyclone Harold and 
the volcanic ash fall on Tanna”.  A subsequent letter from the PCV has indi-
cated the size of the recovery programme ahead. The total damage to PCV 
buildings and property across five presbyteries, including Talua College and 
Navota Farm, is estimated to be in excess of NZD $500,000. The PCV has 
made the difficult decision to close Talua College until 2021, in order to con-
centrate on the rebuild programme.  The PCV has approached its other part-
ner churches for financial help, so whatever our Church contributes will be 
added to this collective effort.  I invite you to continue to give what you can, 
as the need is great for our brothers and sisters in Vanuatu. The appeal will 
conclude on 9 June. You can donate online to the PCANZ Global Mission 
account number: 02 0500 0086963 10 with the reference Cyclone Appeal. 
Cheques can be mailed to the PCANZ Assembly Office, PO Box 9049, Wel-
lington 6141. If donating online, send an email to katri-
na@presbyterian.org.nz to request a receipt. I know that our Church, the 
PCANZ, acknowledges and is grateful to the Rev Phil King PCANZ Global 
Mission Coordinator, and the team at our Assembly Office, for coordinating 
this appeal. Surely, to give to help another, in your own hour of need, is of 
the highest action of love.   

Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand.   
Rt Rev Fakaofo Kaio 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary readings for the first Sundays  
of Pentecost season. 

 
May 31 Pentecost  Sunday 
Acts 2:  1-21 or Numbers 11: 24-30  
Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b  
1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 or Acts 2:  1-21  
John 20:  19-23  or John 7: 37-39  
 
June 7 Trinity Sunday 
Genesis 1:  1-2: 4a 
 Psalm 8  
2 Corinthians 13: 11-13  
Matthew  28: 16-20  
 
June 14  Pentecost 2  
Genesis 18: 115 (21: 1-7)  
Psalm 116:  1-2, 12-19  
Romans 5: 1-8  
Matthew 9: 35- 10: 8 (9-23)  
 
June 21 * Pentecost 3  
Genesis 21: 8-21  
Psalm 86:  1-10, 16-17  
Romans 6: 1b-11  
Matthew 10: 24-39  
 
June 28 Pentecost 4  
Genesis 22:  1-14            
 Psalm 13                
Romans 6:  12-23  
Matthew 10:  40-42  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Global-Mission-Presbyterian-Church-of-Aotearoa-New-Zealand-488970467798203/
mailto:katrina@presbyterian.org.nz
mailto:katrina@presbyterian.org.nz


Email:           jane.thomsen@prcknox.org.nz 

Library:        https://hewitson.mykoha.co.nz 

Archives:    https://pcanzarchives.recollect.co.nz 

 

If you are not on any of our mailing lists and would like to re-
ceive emails from the Presbyterian Research Centre about new 
books, events or blog articles please visit the website to sign 
up.   

 

PCANZ staff in Wellington are mostly working from home. They 
are sending out a an emailed collection of resources and infor-
mation. This week they included an article written by  Rev Allis-
ter Lane from St. John’s in the City, Wellington, offering his top 
five points from Christian ethics on responding to Bishop Brian 
Tamaki’s vow to hold a church service in defiance of Lockdown 
Level 2 restrictions.  If you would like a copy and cannot access 
the PCANZ website just ask Johanna. we can print it for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we help? 

Do you—or someone you know or value - need 

Home communion 

A home visit or phone call for a chat 

Practical help or prayer in this strange time 

 Please contact Johanna, one of the following people: 

· Mary Harrison 308 8437 or 021 508543 

· Almond Royds 303 6706 or 021 610199 

· Alison Scammell 308 3861 or 022 4784207 

· John Tyrrell 027 2497125 or 302 3777 

 or your Stay Connected delivery person 

 

Hakatere Presbyterian Parish 

Minister:  Rev Johanna Warren  Phone: 307 4949 

Email:  jowarren@actrix.co.nz 

  

Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 

        John Tyrrell            Phone:  302 3777 

Office administrator Janet Glassey 

The Church Office is at 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald. 

At present the office is closed and Janet is working from 
home. Please contact her on the church email, or ring Jo-
hanna, Almond or John. 

  

Email:  hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 

Website:  http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/  

mailto:jane.thomsen@prcknox.org.nz
https://hewitson.mykoha.co.nz/
https://pcanzarchives.recollect.co.nz/
mailto:hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz
http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/


 

Links you may enjoy 
 

   
The Wellington Anglican Diocese offers Worship here:    https://
movementonline.org.nz/livestreams 
 
And our Alpine Garage Series hosted by Darryl Tempero is 
here:  Introduction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=q2XeRLo1grM&t=3s 
  
And Episode 1, all the way from Bryndwr Christchurch is here. 
Episode 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMY-
VHBMdOI&t=39s 
  
Grant from Twizel features on our next Episode of "The Garage 
Series"  https://youtu.be/F3pPhfWSV2o 
Episode #3, Don from Takaka. This one is a bit longer with a 
bonus extra reflection from Don about Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. https://youtu.be/2Wvt7TMsQEM 
Episode #4, Jess from Christchurch https://youtu.be/
_TMSKdN1h90  
  
Darryl writes: Maybe you have the same questions? Maybe you 
can talk about them in your congregation leadership meetings? 
Please share with us what solutions and ideas, and maybe 
further questions you come up with.    
Enjoy - and while you are there subscribe to the channel so you 
don't miss future episodes. 

 
Death Notice 
We were advised of the passing of Carol Pirie after a period of 
ill health. Hayden and Carol Pirie were the second ministers to 
be called to St. Paul's Parish and ministered here in the 1970's. 
We remember the Pirie family at this time. 

 

 

Device Training 

The Alpine Presbytery Resource Team met recently and 
discussed the possibility of a nationwide project to help 
source a supply of technology (tablets) for those people in 
faith communities/congregations who currently have none. 
This will enable  them to participate with their church family 
members, as well as connect them to their families and the 
wider outside world.  The process required to see this hap-
pen would require the following: 
1. Ascertaining numbers of tablets required 
2. Sourcing a supplier 
3. Arranging login/emails for people 
4. Install required software i.e. Zoom, Messenger, Skype 
etc. 
5. Arrange distribution channels 
6. Have local people on the ground to train people in the 
use of the tablets 
As you can see, this is a pretty big project but if the Ministry 
of Education can do it what is stopping us?  The team is 
asking our congregations to give us an indication of their 
interest in participating in this project.  If you know of any-
one in our congregation who might benefit from a device 
and training on how to use it could you please let Maureen 
Bishop know on maureen.bishop@106@gmail.com or Ph 
3081200 as soon as possible.  We realise those who might 
benefit won't be getting our bulletins but if you are in touch 
with someone who has no connection to the technology per-
haps you could ask them if they would be interested in 
something like this. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://movementonline.org.nz/livestreams
https://movementonline.org.nz/livestreams
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A CWS Mother’s Day Story, from Jordan. 
It was a quiet morning when Eman’s phone rang.  With no intro-
ductions, a woman said, “Good morning.   I have a 50 kilogram 
bag of wheat flour that I would like to donate to help poor families 
at al Husn.   I will make sure that it is dropped off at the DSPR 
centre in an hour or two, goodbye!”   Eman, one of the volunteers 
at the centre, immediately called three other women at al Husn 
and they agreed to meet at the centre. Excited for some action, 
Eman put on gloves and a mask before walking as quickly as she 
could to the centre.  As a young mother with three children she 
knows exactly what it means to cover basic needs for a house-
hold.  Within minutes, all four women reached the centre. On the 
way, they thought about what they might do with the flour. The 
first thing that came to mind was to prepare fifty bags of flour and 
distribute it to needy families.  Eman had another idea: why not 
work together, make bread and distribute it as part of Ramadan 
outreach at the camp?  They all agreed!   While eagerly waiting 
for the flour to arrive, they knew what needed to be done.  One 
ran out to get more oil and yeast from the shop.  One mother pre-
pared the containers for starting the mix and another went out to 
get small bags for packing the bread when finished.  Eman 
stayed at the centre and prepared the big oven.  After the flour 
was hastily dropped off at the centre, the women began mixing 
and then kneading the dough, working together as quickly as they 
could. “Our goal was to get the bread baked and distributed while 
it was still warm to the families before the Ramadan break of the 
fast,” commented one of the women.  Executive director Faris 
Swais wrote they are very proud of volunteers who grab every 
opportunity to help others especially the most vulnerable.  “This is 
the DSPR spirit.  We are in the camps to serve everyone. Many 
vulnerable households were affected due to Covid-19. We were 
very pleased to receive some donations to respond locally,” he 
said.  Imagine the surprise of the families lucky enough to 
receive freshly baked bread last week.  Breaking their fast in 
the evening would be a time of joy.  
If you would like to give a gift in honour of your mother, 
please support our Coronavirus Emergency Appeal so moth-
ers have food and hygiene material for their families.  Thanks 
if you have made a donation already.  

And from Alpine Presbytery 
Our earlier letter out to you all about things you have valued 
and things that have challenged you is drawing some replies 
and we are grateful for that. You have been reflecting and 
pondering on 'where to from here'. That's great to hear. We 
hope that through this time you won't just be tempted to get 
back into 'business as usual' but be seeking God for direction 
for anything that is important and a development for helping us 
grow as faith communities in mission.  One of our Ministers 
raised this on our weekly Zoom catch-up this week when he 
said: “It could be time for people to start naming at least one 
thing that they would like their elders/parish council/session to 
consider leaving behind and one thing they would like to 
pursue as an active resistance to 'business as usual'.”  He 
shared with us that to make changes we need to resist falling 
back to 'business as usual'; in other words, change does not 
come naturally; it usually faces resistance.  So... what has 
God been saying to you?  
As a possible resource you can download this guide from Rev 
Mo Morgan (one of our PCANZ Ministers in the North Island) 
that you might find helpful as a guide for your reflections: 
Discerning our priorities as we move forward.  A further article 
from Siouxsie Wiles is also interesting with helpful background 
information. Here's a link for that one - https://thespinoff.co.nz/
society/14-05-2020/siouxsie-wiles-toby-morris-simple-rules-to-
play-it-safe-at-alert-level-two/  We have noted that in the wider 
society there is a mixture of relief and angst as we enter Level 
2. Some are pleased; some are frustrated; some are 
optimistic; some are tired and even angry. Social media is rife 
with a variety of responses - some seemingly helpful and 
some possibly not! Politics are also getting mixed into people's 
reactions. Despite the call to kindness we can quickly 
descend into criticism and blaming. Let's remember the 
attitude of Jesus and the values of the fruit of the Spirit. As 
followers of Christ we need to be careful about our responses. 
And...as for public services of worship, surely another few 
weeks will not hurt us!?  Let's learn to be calm and stay alert 
for the sake of all those who are anxious and concerned about 
the health of their loved ones through this crisis. 

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/service/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcws.org.nz%2fwhat-we-do%2femergencies%2fcoronavirus-emergency-appeal%2f&srcid=21692528&srctid=1&erid=1497035661&trid=4eb48359-a213-4a42-848c-15035a7eee1a
https://www.dropbox.com/s/smutsy0q9pqphwf/discerning%20our%20way%20forward%20mo%20morgan.docx?dl=0
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/14-05-2020/siouxsie-wiles-toby-morris-simple-rules-to-play-it-safe-at-alert-level-two/
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/14-05-2020/siouxsie-wiles-toby-morris-simple-rules-to-play-it-safe-at-alert-level-two/
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/14-05-2020/siouxsie-wiles-toby-morris-simple-rules-to-play-it-safe-at-alert-level-two/


An update on the parish position with Covid-19 

As the country continues to move to relax restrictions imposed 

because of the virus, the parish council has been considering 

the next steps to be taken.  Under Level 2, we have continued 

to refrain from worship and holding meetings in our premises 

under direction from the national Presbyterian Church of 

Aotearoa and the Alpine Presbytery.  Now that the government 

has relaxed restrictions, we to have received further direction 

from these bodies.  Before we can reopen our buildings for 

use, we must develop a Covid-19 Safety Plan that meets the 

government guidelines as well as meeting our health and 

safety obligations towards employees, users and visitors. 

This needs to cover all areas of the life of our church, including 

worship services, home groups, pastoral care, communion, and 

other groups who use our buildings. The plan is developed 

after an assessment of all areas in the buildings. 

We also need to contact all the groups who use our buildings 
and see that they can comply with our safety plan. 
The plan must be completed, approved by parish council and 
then lodged with Alpine Presbytery and acknowledged  
before we can operate our buildings or home groups. 
We must also give a week’s notice to users of what new 
practices will be in place.  The parish council is meeting again 
on June 2 and is planning to consider the safety plan then, 
along with any new government directives.  As the Council of 
Assembly of the PCANZ says: “As a church we want to be 
hospitable to all people and we need to work together to see 
that the spaces we provide for worship, community gatherings, 
office workers, parish administrators, home groups and all 
places of ministry prioritise the safety and well-being of us all.” 
In the meantime a big thank you to Rev Johanna for continuing 
to keep in contact with as many people as possible, through 
telephone calls and her daily emails. 
    
    
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Special thanks to the folk who so willingly deliv-
ered Meals on wheels during the Level 4 Lock-
down. Through Oxford St friends who assisted 
and others in the community who I approached 
we managed to fill all gaps.  Sincerest thanks, 
Moira McLeod. 
 

Meals on Wheels were delivered by the Parish – Monday 
March 30

th
 to Friday April 3

rd
.  A sincere thank you to those 

who delivered 333 meals.  Age prevented others help-
ing.  The Parish is one of 26 groups (most doing a few 
times a year) who deliver Meals on Wheels.  In the 2018/19 
year 20864 meals were delivered, an increase of 1515 on 
the previous year.  This is such a vital service.  Your time, 
as always, is truly appreciated by the hospital.  Take care of 
yourselves.  Pat Cannan 

Parish Members 

delivering Meals 

during Level 4 Lock-

down. 


