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Greetings! 
 
2019 has set in with a rush, I do hope you are making time to relax 
and enjoy these amazing summer days and the time to be with 
people who you enjoy! 
 
It was a pleasure to be alongside you on 16 December when you 
made (strongly!) the decision to close the existing two parishes and 
form a new one.  Well done!  The vote, for those who weren’t there, 
was St Paul’s people: 56 for and 1 against; St James people 24 for 
and 0 against.  That is a wonderful mandate to now get on with 
things, and a wonderful vote of confidence for those who have been 
working over the years to create a positive and forward-facing 
dynamic in your life together. 
 
The date of Sunday 10th February has been set as the date for the 
service of inauguration of the new as you close the old.  The Alpine 
Presbytery comes alongside you on that day to help make that 
happen.  It should be a great time! 
 
The nuts and bolts of getting things in place will take a bit more time.  
Things like a name, the settling on people to be the Parish Council, 
managing the transition of the finances, and other leadership things 
will fall into place as you get going.  My experience in Christchurch 
when we formed The Village Church from St Giles and St Stephens, 
was that the forming of The Village took a few years even after we 
had carried out the formalities.  The knitting and cohesion of your new 
sense of yourselves takes time, patience, and a willingness to have a 
go, but that’s ok!  It’s the same in a marriage – the two become one 
over the course of time and not with a click of the fingers at the 
wedding ceremony! 
 
It is the reason for being one that I want to especially encourage you 
with at this point.  It is not to do the same-old, but neither is it to 
discard what has been before!  It is about the best way to do your life 
together in order to connect with and serve the community about you.   



I love that counterintuitive concept in Jeremiah 29:7 ‘…seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.’  In 
exile in a culture where the faith-life was a real struggle, the Lord, 
through Jeremiah, put forward an altogether posture for the remnant 
faith community… seeking the welfare of the city – praying for the 
city – and finding its way forward in relationship with the city.  Who 
would have thought that was the way forward!  I think we need to 
listen to this again as we seek to find a posture for the new expres-
sion of church that these times dictate.  No longer can we go it 
alone and believe ourselves to be the centre… the challenges 
ahead require relationship, even partnership with those around us.  
Something has to change for this to take place – I believe that the 
church has to make the first step and it is important to get our house 
in order for this to happen. 
 
Challenges lie ahead, I can assure you, we are in a tough season; 
but so too blessings come to those who seek to live the servant life 
of Christ. 
 
I look forward to hearing of the adventures you have in your new life 
together! 
 
Rev Martin Stewart 
 
 



Dear people of St James’ and St Pauls’ Presbyterian Parishes 
              
Just recently I was reviewing some of the historical records of  both 
the parishes and was struck by the significant contribution of an 
amazingly faithful team of leaders and ministers who gathered 
regularly to discuss the business and pastoral needs of the parishes,  
as well as to pray, to seek the Lord’s counsel, and to follow the 
leading of the Holy Spirit to see what God was doing among God’s 
people.   As I read some of the church records, it seemed to me that 
through all the years, the people in these parishes very carefully 
determined God’s guidance in an effort to provide opportunities for 
the people to worship and serve God.   We can be so thankful for 
the faithful service that many have offered over all the years, the 
names of whom are written in the parish records are of people 
whom I have never had the joy or pleasure to meet.  Others have 
moved away or died.  Some are still in the parish and serving the 
church and community even today.   
  
Thankfulness is an important element of the Christian life, but we 
can read significant stories of thankfulness to God from even well 
before Jesus lived.  The Chronicler writes in 1 Chronicles 16:34. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; his love endures 
forever.    Evidence of this is found in the historical records of the 
work carried out in the parishes, which are part and parcel, not only 
of your histories, but also the reason that you are now courageously 
prepared to step out in faith, to amalgamate and to journey on as a 
completely new parish, with a new name and newly formed 
committees to meet the changing needs of parish and community.    
I believe that as you  take this “leap of faith”  (Keirkagaard) -  and 
trust God to lead you on a journey into the future as a new parish, 
that, as I have said many times…. “the future is as bright as His 
promises”.  The participation of many of you who have offered 
time, talent and tithe and faithful prayer over the years is amazing, 
and augers well for your future. 
               
It has been an immense privilege to walk a symbolic mile or two with 
you all over the last twelve months. Thank you for the manner which 
you not only welcomed us, but also for the way in which you 
honoured our time among you.   The wonderful gift of the pictorial 
canvas which illustrates some elements of my forty years as an 
ordained minister is not only amazing but also a significant reminder 
of the talented and very thoughtful people in your midst.   



My husband John and I leave this year long ministry among you all 
with thankfulness for the time and pleasure we have had in sharing 
ministry with you and we pray that 2019 will be for all of you, a year 
of joy-filled thankfulness for all that God has done, is doing, and will 
do in your midst as you journey on.                              
                                                                           
With love in Christ 
 
Helen Wallis (Reverend) 
 
 

The mural presented to Helen by the parishes. 



Presbytery Gathering - 15-17 February 2019, in Greymouth 
Registration for the next Presbytery Gathering is now open, and we 
encourage you to register as soon as possible: 
     - Online form at https://goo.gl/forms/Unz2BVbRPvolGzdi1 
     - via the Presbytery website: alpinepresbytery.org/events/ 
 
Venue: Greymouth Uniting Church - 203 Tainui Street, Greymouth 
 
More detailed information on the programme will be available over 
the next few weeks, but below are details of the Guest Speakers: 
  
· The Right Rev Fakaofo Kaio, Moderator of the PCANZ, and his 

wife Ruth 

· The Very Rev Ray Coster: Ray says: In my so-called retirement 
years I wanted to gift my time to the ecumenical movement and to 
the para church movement. I have become very involved in the 
World Council of Churches and Christian Blind Mission (CBM). I am 
also on Church Property Trustees and a White Ribbon Ambassador 
amongst other things.) 
Rev Jordan Redding 

An encouragement from our Moderator and Presbytery Council .... 
we want to urge all Ministers and as many elders as possible to 
set aside time to come  together as the Alpine Presbytery Family to 
encourage and support one another in these vital Gatherings. The 
meetings are, of course, open to anyone who wishes to come, but 
we strongly urge all Ministers especially to see this as a biannual 
priority. We owe it to each other to build our family up in these days 
of challenge and opportunity! 
 
Accommodation at the Presbytery Gathering 
A reminder to secure your accommodation. If you’re bringing your 
team we suggest you look at getting accommodation together. If you 
need some options have a look at the following sites: 
 
AirBnB https://bit.ly/2QE6oQH 
Booking.com https://booki.ng/2SUlYV1  
Bookabach https://bit.ly/2PHul4l   



Undress your soul at night: rid yourself of trivial mistakes, real 

and fancied.  Shed the day’s stress …. wake as a free person, 

renewed vigour!   Look back on rare occasions, for one brief 

moment …. Have no regrets!  Allow new strength to emerge 

from yesterday’s mistakes ….. do not paralize today’s efforts 

with negative thoughts!  Live each day in a “day-tight” 

compartment ….. conserve energy for positive endeavour!  Let 

in only the sunshine and sweet flowers’ scent ….be humble, 

for in humility there is truth and honour!  Give thanks for the 

gift of life …. Now dress your spirit in all it’s spendour, 

remembering always that awesome, supreme force, from 

which the core of our being was superbly fashioned and 

continues to guide us through eternity. 



 
 

Laghmor Christmas 
Eve Service 



Church Duties 

St James’ 
 
Elder 
February 24th  Dennis Burridge 
 
Welcomer 
February 24th  Lois Burridge 
 
Door 
February 24th  Murray Reeves 
 
Morning Tea 
February 24th  Moira Macleod, Shirley Maw and Alison Jones 
 
 
St Paul’s 
 
Elder 
February 3rd  Murray Page 
February 17th  Murray Page 
March 3rd  Isabell Page 
 
Foyer/Collection Count 
February 3rd  Jim and Jenny Crouchley 
February 17th  Jim and Jenny Crouchley 
March 3rd  Pat Cannan and Glenys Donnelly 
 
Morning Tea 
February 3rd  Isabell Page and Alison Scammell 
February 17th  Margaret Chapman and Fay Johnston 
March 3rd  Shirley O’Dornay, Kay McLenaghen and 
   Christine Fleming 
 
NB  Service on February 10th will be held at Ashburton Event Centre 
at 2.00 pm.  This is a special service to disestablish St James’ and   
St Paul’s parishes and establish new parish. 



Sunday, February 3  Faith Discussion Group                   
    @ Alan & Margaret Blair’s 7.00 pm 
 
Tuesday, February 5  Parish Council Meeting   
    @ St James’  7.00 pm 
 
Wednesday, February 13 Information for March newsletter   
    to office 
 
Thursday, February 14 Worship Committee    
    @ St Paul’s 5.00 pm 
 
Wednesday, February 20 St James’ Women’s Fellowship 
    @ 1.30 pm 
 
Sunday, February 24  Newsletter ready for distribution 

 

************************ 

Do you want some company, a cuppa and a 
chat in a relaxed atmosphere?  Drop in has 
started again at St James.  Wednesdays 10.00 
am to midday.  All welcome. 

 

St Paul’s Senior Womens’ Group:  Meet on February 11th and 
25th at 10.00 am in the small meeting room at St Paul’s hall. 

 

Meals on Wheels:  Many thanks to those who 
again, very willingly did Meals on Wheels for      
St Paul’s in January.  Pat Cannan 

 



Need a hand or a listening ear?            
Get in touch! 

St James’ 
Contact Almond:  Telephone:  302 6706  
Church email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

St Paul’s 
Contact:  Mary:   Telephone:  308 8437 
Church email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 

 

St James’/ St Paul’s Presbyterian Parish 

Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 
     John Tyrrell            Phone:   302 3777 

Office details:             Phone: 308 7501 
Email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

Email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 

Website:  www.stpaulsashburton.com 

 
Church Office is in Tinwald’, 127 Thomson Street. 

Hours of opening: Wednesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm 
until 4.00 pm 

 



Worship Services February/March 2019 

February 3rd  10.00 am @ St Paul’s hall 

February 17th 10.00 am @ St Paul’s hall 

February 24th 10.00 am @ St James 

March 3rd  10.00 am @ St Paul’s hall 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 
………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:  13 February 2019 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
St Paul’s:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
St James’:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 
 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton 
Paper Plus, 

Celebration Service 

Sunday, February 10 at 2pm 

Ashburton Event Centre 

A service of worship will be held to celebrate the new 
partnership joining St James’ and St Paul’s 

Presbyterian Parishes. 
No morning service in the parish. 


