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In July 2017, with the retirement of Rev John Coutts, I was 
appointed Interim Moderator and Settlement board convener for 
St Paul’s and St James. Looking back over the past 2 years I am 
astounded with what these parishes have achieved.  While the 
primary task was to discern the ministry needs these parishes 
had and seek to fulfil these it became obvious that the 10-year 
journey of cooperation needed to culminate in a formal merger. 
With some extra help from Rev Martin Stewart the merger was 
formalized on Sunday 10 Feb 2019 and the Hakatere Parish 
was born. Since then the new parish council and sub groups 
have worked extremely well together laying a strong foundation 
for future ministry and outreach. 
 
During this period, we also faced the significant challenge of the 
Oxford Street church needing to be vacated due to a low NBS 
report meaning the building would be unsafe to occupy. 
Similarly, the hall at Thomson St had to be locked off. In the 
midst of these ‘inconveniences’ I have been impressed with the 
parish council and the property group who have worked steadily 
towards finding solutions, engaging the congregation and 
consulting with presbytery. While I’m sure many would just like 
to get on with getting things fixed up, we have a deliberate and 
considered process to follow to ensure we get the best 
outcomes for the parish and use the resources entrusted us 
wisely. This is still a work in progress, but progress is being 
made! 
 
A significant achievement has been the work of the Ministry 
Settlement Board in extending a call to Rev Johanna Warren, 
who will be inducted on Thursday 21 November. The MSB went 
through several candidates for this role and- to their credit - 
listened to the inner voice of doubt each time. These doubts 
were removed when they met Johanna. We are confident that 
she is just the right person the parish needs at this point in the 
journey. I hope as many of you as possible will join with the 
presbytery in welcoming and inducting her as your minister. 
 
Finally, I want to express my gratitude to the parish council 
clerks, John and Almond and MSB for your help in making my 
task enjoyable and fulfilling. It is often a strange feeling coming  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

in as an outsider to take these roles but the good folk of 
Hakatere made me feel very welcome and appreciated. I look 
forward to watching with interest the development of your parish 
in the years ahead. 
 
Ma Ihowa koe e manaaki 
 
The Lord bless you 
 
Rev Brent Richardson 
 

                       ********************************************** 
 A very warm welcome to our new minister, 
Rev Johanna Warren.  We are delighted you 
have joined us and we look forward to getting 
to know you and working with you as we 
move forward as the new Hakatere Parish. 

 

I write this before my Induction as I begin to 
settle into my new home.  In the next couple 
of months I’ll be learning lots: where things 

are to live in my home, how to find my way around and who 
you are as individuals, families and Hakatere.  You will be 
learning about me. 
 

I hope we will all enjoy this exploration time.  Please do call on 
me at 22a Walsh Road or ring me for a chat.  We’ll tell you 
when the landline is installed. 

Johanna 

 
 
 

Remembrance Service 

A special service of remembrance will be held 
on Thursday, December 19 at 7.00 pm at 
Thomson Street’.   We take time out from the 
rush and preparation for Christmas to remember 
with love those family members and friends who 
will not be with us for Christmas.  Cup of tea to 
follow.                                             



Give water for Christmas 
The 2019 Christmas appeal by CWS 
(Christian World Service) will focus on 
making clear water, safe sanitation and 
good health available around the world.   
 
The Christmas appeal was launched by the then National 
Council of Churches in 1945.  The money raised in the first 
appeal was sent to rebuild Greece after the war.  For 74 years, 
churches and New Zealanders have given generously to others.  
Together we have helped millions of people survive disasters, 
build new livelihoods and uphold human rights. 
 
CWS is part of the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together), 
a coalition of 155 churches and faith based organisations that 
work together in humanitarian assistance, advocacy and 
development in over 140 countries.  It does not have offices or 
staff overseas, but works in partnership with local groups. 
 
If you would like to donate to the appeal, there are 
envelopes available at both Oxford Street and Thomson 
Street.  These can be placed in the offertory during 
December and January. 
 
CSW also has a selection of gifts available.  These gifts become 
donations to the programmes so that people can build better 
lives for themselves and their communities.  Take a look at 
www.gift.org.nz 
 
                          *********************************** 
 

Staveley Retreat 
Eighteen people from the parish travelled to Staveley Camp for 
a day of reflection on Saturday, November 2.  Leading the day 
was the Rev Stephanie Robson, a Christchurch Anglican 
Diocesan ministry educator. 
 
The first part of the day was used to refresh our spirits and the 
second part explored the ways God is working.  
 

 



 

 

 

  

 

In the morning we looked more deeply at the reading of Mark 
Chapter 23, from verse 55 through to Chapter 24, verse 45, the 
burial and resurrection of Jesus. In small groups or alone, we 
were asked to imagine the sights and sounds of the scenes 
described, how we might fit into it, how we would respond and 
what we would say to the characters, before having a 
conversation with Jesus. 
 
In the afternoon we thought about what it means to be a 
Christian today, the place of Christianity in New Zealand society 
and the way Christians are viewed inside and outside the 
church.  
 
We listed things we valued about parish life and things we do 
well as a parish. We then considered what questions and 
issues people we have contact with but do not go to church, 
may have in their lives and what we might say to them. 
 
Thank you to all who took time out from busy lives to attend. 
The setting, sounded by bush and mountains was inspiring – 
and the heat almost overpowering. 
 
                                **************************** 
Property Issues 
We know you have been waiting for more information on the 
fate of our buildings both at Oxford Street and at Tinwald. 
 
The property committee and parish council have been working 
through options and progress is being made. It is a slow 
process for, if we are spending over a certain amount, we 
require the approval of the Alpine Presbytery and the national 
body, the Church Property Trust. 
 
We have to demonstrate how any property work fits in with our 
mission plan and what we hope to do in the future. 
 
Of course, you also have to approve our proposals. We hope to 
be able to bring these to a congregational meeting towards the 
end of February, when you will have an opportunity to consider 
them. 



Church Duties 
 

Oxford Street 
Elder 
December 1st  Jenny Scott 
December 15th  Jenny Scott 
January 5th  Margaret Chapman 
 
Welcomer 
December 1st  Lynette Crone 
December 15th  Lynette Crone 
January 5th  Marie Mareko 
  
Door 
December 1st  Margaret Chapman 
December 15th  Russell Anstiss 
January 5th  Tauati Mareko 
  
Morning Tea 
December 1st  Colin & Lynette Crone & Almond Royds 
December 15th  Murray & Isabell Page  
    and Maureen Bishop 
January 5th  Kay McLenaghen, Trevor Coulter  
    and Margaret Twamley  
 
Thomson Street 
Elder 
December 8th  Almond Royds 
December 22nd Murray Reeves 
January 12th  Maureen Bishop 
 
Welcomer 
December 8th  Alison Scammell 
December 22nd Eunice Jones 
January 12th  Shirley Maw 
 
 

 



Thomson Street Cont... 
 
Door 
December 8th  Roger Scammell 
December 22nd Judy Reeves 
January 12th  Judy Reeves 
 
Morning Tea 
December 8th  Hilda Blee, Bev Reveley  
    and Joan Campbell 
December 22nd Kate Lovett, Eunice Jones  
     and Valmai McKenzie 
January 12th  Deirdre Mcfarlane, Ellie Leak  
    and Suzanne Watson 
Communion 
December 8th  Carol Efford, John Tyrrell,  
    Lois & Dennis Burridge 
 
Combined Services  
¨ 29 December, 10 am at St Andrew’s Church,                
¨ 19 January, 9.30 am at Paterson’s Chapel  
¨ 26 January, 10 am at St Andrew’s Church 
 
                             ********************************* 
Bible 2020:  On January 1, 2020, a global Bible reading campaign 
will kick off here in New Zealand. 

Christians all over the world will be able to read the Bible together 
each day and even upload a video of themselves reading the daily 
passage in their heart language, all by using their smart phone. 

More than 65 countries are signed up and ready to take part.  More 
are expected to join before the campaign starts. 

To be involved, all you need to do is spread the word.  There is a 
video available at the NZ website www.bible2020.nz and a free app 
was to be available in mobile app stores in late November. 



 

Gospel ServiceGospel Service  

3rd November 3rd November 
20192019  



Bible Study is held weekly at Judy and Murray 
Reeves’ home at 7 Shearer Street, Tinwald at 1.30 
pm on Mondays, except public holidays.  Everyone 
welcome.  Please phone 308 8123 for more 
information.  The last meeting for year will be 9 December. 
 

Faith Discussion:  Sunday 1st December at 7.00 pm at 
Thomson Street. 
 

Parish Council Meeting:  Tuesday 3rd December, 7.00 pm at 
Thomson Street. 
 

Do you want some company, a cuppa and a 
chat in a relaxed atmosphere?  Drop in to 
Thomson Street on Wednesday mornings from 
10.00 am until about 11.30 am. 
The last meeting for year will be 11 December. 
 

Worship Committee:  Meet at Oxford Street lounge on 
Thursday, December 12th at 5.00 pm. 
 

Pastoral:  If you know of someone who needs to be visited by 
someone from the pastoral team, please let the office know or 
contact the parish clerks. 
 

Hakatere Women’s Fellowship:  We celebrate the 
approaching festive season on Wednesday 11th December with 
lunch at Hotel Ashburton.  Meet at 11.45 am and the cost of 
meal is $20.  To confirm numbers please RSVP Almond 302 
6706 or Eunice 308 5847 by Monday 9th December. 
All women welcome. 
 
New Year 2020:  Mid January bring and share 
lunch on Wednesday 15th January at noon.  
Please bring food to share e.g. salad, meat, 
dessert etc.  To be held at the Thomson Street 
lounge. 



 

Sunday, Dec 1st Faith Discussion Group meet @ 
  Thomson Street 7.00 pm 
 
Every Monday Bible Study @ Murray & Judy Reeves,
  7 Shearer Street, Tinwald 1.30 pm 
  Last meeting for the year on  
  9 December 
 
Tuesday, Dec 3rd Parish Council Meeting  
 @ Thomson Street 7.00 pm 
 
Every Wednesday Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 
 Last meeting for year on 11 December 
 
Wednesday, Dec 11th Hakatere Parish Women’s Fellowship  
  Thomson Street @1.30 pm 
 
Thursday, Dec 12th Worship Committee meet 
 at Oxford Street 5.00 pm 
 
Thursday, Dec 19th Remembrance Service  
  Thomson Street @ 7.00 pm 
 
Tuesday, Dec 24th Laghmor Christmas Eve Service  
 @ 7.00 pm, Laghmor Church 
 
Wednesday, Dec 25th Christmas Day Service 
  9.00 am at Oxford Street 
 
Sunday, Dec 29th Combined Service at St Andrew’s 
 Church @ 10.00 am 
 
Wednesday, Jan 15th Shared lunch for all parishoners,          
 Thomson Street @ noon  
 
                                        
 
 
 
  
  
   



 

 

Hakatere Presbyterian Parish 
 

Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 
        John Tyrrell             Phone:  302 3777 
Office details:             Phone:  308 7501 
Email:  hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 
Website:  http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/  
 
Church Office is at 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald. 
Hours of opening: Wednesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm until  
4.00 pm, but our office will close on December 19th and reopen 
on January 15th, 2020. 

How can we help? 
Do you—or someone you know or value need 

· Transport to church 
· Home communion 
· A home visit for a chat 
 

Please contact one of the following people: 

· Mary Harrison 308 8437 or 021 508543 
· Almond Royds 303 6706 or 021 610199 
· Alison Scammell 308 3861 or 022 4784207 
· John Tyrrell 027 2497125 or 302 3777 
 

or your Stay Connected delivery person. 

 Christmas Cards are now available for purchase 
at both venues after worship.  Profits from the sale 
of these cards—handmade by Joan Campbell—
will go to church funds. 



 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:   15 January 2020 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
Oxford St:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
Thomson St:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton  

Worship Services December 2019/January 2020 
 

December 1st   10.00 am @ Oxford Street 
 

December 8th   10.00 am @ Thomson Street  
   (Holy Communion) 
 

December 15th  10.00 am @ Oxford Street 

December 22nd 10.00 am @ Thomson Street  

   (Carol Service) 

December 24th     7.00 pm @ Laghmor  
   (Christmas Eve Service) 
 

December 25th     9.00 am @ Oxford Street  
   (Christmas Day Service) 
    
December 29th  10.00 am @ St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
   Church (combined service) 

January 5th   10.00 am @ Oxford Street  
   (combined service) 
 

January 12th   10.00 am @ Thomson Street 
   (combined service) 

January 19th    9.30 am  @ Paterson’s Chapel  
   (combined service) 
 

January 26th   10.00 am @ St Andrews Church  
   (combined service) 


