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Johanna’s Jottings 
This is my last Jottings.  It feels very strange to write that as 
there are still two full months of worship and  
parish living for us to share before I retire.  I am going to enjoy 
those precious times with you, but they will also rush by  

quickly.  I have loved working with you and been blessed during my 
three years with you all. It is a little shorter than we originally imagined, 
but God is leading me into retirement and I am sure that God is going 
to keep working with you as you become even more solidly Hakatere 
Parish, and also build your connection with Mid Canterbury  
Presbyterians. 
 
My last Sunday is 22nd January. The packers will come in on Tuesday 
24th and I fly to Whangarei on 28th January.  I made most of these  
decisions and bookings this week and hope that now I can forget 
about it, in some senses, and concentrate on all our December  
services.  Then in January I will declutter by giving away some books 
and shredding a lot of paper. 
 
When I get to Whangarei I will stay with my sister, Lesley, until the 
stuff all gets there.  Then I will settle into the little 1940’s built brick 
house that is currently tenanted.  It is on an untidy,  
un-gardened section quite near Mair Park and Parihaka Scenic  
Reserve.  I am going to find out how good I am at walking the bush  
reserve and at gardening.   
 
I hope to plant a few more fruit trees. The present ones are old and 
tired.  I have no other plans as such, I will see what opens up for me in 
Whangarei and very much enjoy being with my family. 
 
I will welcome any and all of you whenever you are visiting up north. It 
is a small house but there will be beds for guests.  Whangarei has 
some attractions.  Tropical plants in the Quarry Gardens, the  
Hundertwasser Centre in the Harbour Basin precinct are two I am 
looking forward to visiting again. 
 
Meantime, may the light and love of Christ fill your Christmas,  
Johanna 
 
 



Lectionary for December 2022 

December 4  
Advent 2 02A  
V Isaiah 11: 1-10  
Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19  
Romans 15: 4-13  
Matthew 3: 1-12  

December 11  
Advent 3 03A  
V Isaiah 35: 1-10  
Psalm 146: 5-10 or Luke 1: 46b-55  
James 5: 7-10 Mt 11: 2-11  

December 18  
Advent 4 04A  
V Isaiah 7: 10-16  
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19  
Romans 1: 1-7  
Matthew 1: 18-25 

December 24  
Christmas Eve  
W Isaiah 9: 2-7  
Psalm 96  
Titus 2: 11-14  
Luke 2: 1-14, (15-20) 

December 25  
Christmas Dawn  
W Isaiah 62: 6-12  
Psalm 97  
Titus 3: 4-7  
Luke 2: (1-7), 8-20 

December 25  
Christmas Day  
W Isaiah 52: 7-10  
Psalm 98  
Hebrews 1: 1-4, (5-12)  
John 1: 1-14 

January 1  
Christmas 1 06A W  
Isaiah 63: 7-9  
Psalm 148  
Hebrews 2: 10-18  
Matthew 2: 13-23 

January 6  
Epiphany 08A 1 W  
Isaiah 60: 1-6  
Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14  
Ephesians 3: 1-12  
Matthew 2: 1-12 

January 8  
Epiphany 1 09A (Baptism 
of Jesus) W  
Isaiah 42: 1-9  
Psalm 29  
Acts 10: 34-43  
Matthew 3: 13-17 

January 15  
Epiphany 2 10A G  
Isaiah 49: 1-7  
Psalm 40: 1-11 1  
Corinthians 1: 1-9  
John 1: 29-42 

January 22 *  
Epiphany 3 11A G  
Isaiah 9: 1-4  
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9 1  
Corinthians 1: 10-18  
Matthew 4: 12-23 

January 29  
Epiphany 4 12A G  
Micah 6: 1-8  
Psalm 15 1  
Corinthians 1: 18-31  
Matthew 5: 1-12 

Lectionary for January 2023  



Cake Stirring 
27th November 

At Thomson Street 



Remembrance Service 
You are warmly invited to come along and to bring a friend. 

7 pm Thursday December 8th 
Thomson St Church 

Supper to follow 

November 17 at Baring Square 
the monthly midweek communion service was hosted by the  
Baring Square Methodist Church.  Our Methodist friends were  
delighted for us to explore their refurbished building, which is  
lovely.  We have been invited to return to Baring Square for our 
final communion of 2022 on December 15. You are all  
welcome. 



The Hakatere Presbyterian Parish 
would like to invite you to a  
celebration service, to mark the end of services at 
the former St James Church on  
Sunday, 11 December 2022 at 10am,  
at 127 Thomson Street 
 

The service will be followed by a celebration morning tea. 
 
 

Combined Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday 11 December 
3pm—4pm 
To be held at St David’s Church. 
It will be great to see all Presbyterian  
Churches attend so that we sing to the Lord 
together.  



 Parish Council Report  
After our decision to sell Thomson Street and consolidate our parish at 
Oxford Street the parish council has spent some time in discussions 
about the outcome of this vote and also in trying to address the  
concerns of those parishioners who voted against the proposed sale.  
 
The council is satisfied that we are moving in the right direction and the 
Alpine Presbytery has also been involved in oversight of our  
strategy . The Presbytery has told us to go ahead and put in our  
application to sell the Thomson Street property. This application has 
now been completed by the finance committee, with support from  
Reverend Johanna Warren and sent on to the Alpine Presbytery.  
 
The task of Alpine Presbytery is to scrutinise the application and  
decide whether it  should be passed on to the Church Property  
Trustees for their approval, as the owners of the property, or if there is 
more information required. 
 
The parish council will keep the congregation informed as we go 
through this process. We expect that approval will be given to go 
ahead and are getting this application in before everything starts to 
shut down for the end of the year. 
 
The Alpine Presbytery Council will meet on 24th November and our  
application will be part of their business of the day. 
 
Alex Ross 
Finance Chairman. 
 



Meals on Wheels 
This contribution by the community including of course our own parish, 
is greatly valued by health authorities and recipients alike.  
As a parish we must acknowledge with appreciation the people who 
have regularly given their time (and sometimes on behalf of other  
organisations as well) to deliver the meals around the town.  
 
Pat Cannan deserves mention for the thoroughness in which she has 
organised our  people for our turn on the roster and on this occasion 
we make special mention of Pat as she retires from the task. Such is 
her attention to detail that a notebook containing all names and dates 
spanning back five years has been kept.  
 
Sadly many people named are no longer with us or are unable to  
continue their support due to personal circumstance  
 
Thank you Pat, for your sterling input to parish life and I know that like 
parish council members, you will be pleased to see your legacy  
capably continued by Isabell Page who has offered to pick up the  
co-ordinator’s role. 
John Tyrrell 

Meals on Wheels dates 

December No dates in December 

January Thursday 26 January 

 Friday 27 January 

Thankyou to all you lovely people that delivered 
meals during November, your help is much  
appreciated. 



Here is another of Shirley Murray’s hymns as a prayer for us all 
for Christmas.  It comes from Carol our Christmas. 
 

O little love who comes again, 
the Word reborn to make God plain, 
O Child who shines, the Jesus light,  

disarm the world  
this Christmas night! 

 
No heart so hard it does not move,  

no hate resist your open love,  
defenceless in our hands you come  

to Herod’s power,  
to Mary’s home. 

 
As all the wise look for your star, 
so I must follow where you are:  
as you are light so must I be,  

as you are peace,  
be peace in me. 



I was recently asked about bibles to read on a phone, tablet or com-
puter. 

 

Here are some possible sources: 

 

https://www.bible.com/ 

 

http://bible.oremus.org/ 

 
https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 
This is a daily devotional from Australia which has apps for phones 

which include links to the readings. 

http://www.withlovetotheworld.org.au/ 

 
https://biblesociety.org.nz/discover-the-bible/the-bible-good-for-life/ 

Our thoughts 
and prayers go 
to the family 
and friends of 
Ian McLachlan, 
who has died. 



 Online Services 
Parish 

Link to worship 

Christchurch  
Bishopdale  

http:www.stmargaretschurch.org.nz/a/  

Christchurch  
Cashmere (goes live at 
9am on Sundays)  

http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/
online-worship-resources  

Christchurch 
Hope Presbyterian  

https://www.youtube.com/c/
HopePresbyterianChurch/featured  

Christchurch  
Knox (goes live at 
10am on Sundays)  

http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/news.html  

Christchurch  
Linwood Ave 
Union Church  

www.lauc.org.nz  

Christchurch  
St Martins:  

Zoom Meeting ID: 815 0869 6154; 
Passcode: 712158  

Christchurch 
St Paul’s Trinity Pacific  
(live at 11am Sundays)  

https://www.facebook.com/
StPaulsTrinityPacific  

Christchurch  
The Village  

contact tracey@villagechurch.nz to be 
put on the list that gets sent the service 
link  

Nelson -  
Whakatū Presbyterian: 
if password needed,  
use “love”  

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/3188173979?
pwd=L2xwck1zL2FQaFEzMXM3ODF5
ektZz09  

Waimate - Knox  https://www.facebook.com/
Knox.Waimate  



Christmas Pageant 
By the time this newsletter reaches many of 
you, we will have hosted around 365 junior 
pupils from Hampstead, Netherby and  
Tinwald Schools in both our churches. 
They came to see a nativity play and to sing 
us some songs. They left with a goodie bag 
with Christmas puzzles, the dates and times 
of churches services over the holidays, a 
candy cane, a Bible Society booklet, and a 
homemade biscuit. 

To be able to do this we have had the support of many in the parish 
from the actors (willing or not), the sound operators, people shifting  
furniture and transporting the set between the churches, and the  
bakers of the biscuits. 
Sincere thanks go out to all who have made this happen.  
Faith Education Committee  

Photos and Memorabilia  
of years gone by from Flemington, 
Lagmhor and Thomson Street churches. 
If you have a photo or memorabilia  
connected to any of the three churches we 
need them for a display to put up in the hall 
at the Final Thomson Street Service. 
 
Please take 

them to Alison Scammell as soon  
as possible. 



Moderator’s Advent Message 2022 
Is Jesus the help we are looking for? 
There is a poignant segment in the Advent readings for this year that 
finds John the Baptist languishing in Herod’s dungeon and doubting 
whether Jesus is the promised Messiah. Despite his earlier calls to 
prepare the way for the Messiah, events have turned for the worse. So, 
he sends his disciples to ask whether Jesus really is the promised 
Messiah, or should we look elsewhere (see Matthew 11: 2-3).  
I am sure that there are many in the world today who share the doubt! 
Ukrainian Orthodox families experiencing Christmas this year in 
cramped refugee conditions so far away from home, or worse still, in 
areas of Ukraine where fear of missile strikes will dominate their 
‘festive’ season! And, in a similar vein, homeless families in our  
country, crammed into temporary accommodation of motel units,  
struggling to meet rising food costs.  
The story of hardship, anguish and suffering is repeated many times 
over in our world as we approach Christmas this year.  
So where are you Jesus, in this world with so much suffering? With 
John the Baptist we may be justified in asking the question, Are you 
the hope we are looking for? Or should we look elsewhere? 
 
Part of the answer comes for me in asking this question, Where would 
Jesus be born in 2022? In 2008, the UK Churches Advertising Network 
asked that question and came up with this answer: a freezing bus  
shelter. They then made a poster depicting this and had it displayed in 
over 1,000 bus shelters across the UK.  
This was a message of hope: God incarnated help that comes into the 
places of poverty and despair. Originally it was a baby born in the  
middle of a winter night, out where the animals were kept. This speaks 
a message of God’s presence in the most unlikely and despairing  
places.  
In the bus stop posters, some of the bystanders see what is happening 
and respond with worshipful devotion, while others are too busy  
checking the bus timetable.  
May our churches help people to stop and notice the hope that the 
birth of Jesus brings to our needy world this year.  
 
Right Rev Hamish Galloway Moderator  
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  
moderator@presbyterian.org.nz 



Women’s Fellowship Thomson Street, Formerly St James.    
In 2006 there were several small groups for women in the parish of 
Ashburton South - at St James’ the Association of Presbyterian  
Women (APW formerly PWMU), the Ladies’ Guild, the Linking Group 
which looked after the finances of the women’s groups, the APW 
group at Flemington Church. These bodies were all quite independent 
and followed their own interests.  
After much discussion over a period of time, it was decided that it 
would be in the best interests of the women to join to form one group, 
and so the Women’s Fellowship at St James’ was born, the idea being 
that all women of the parish would automatically and by right be  
members and everyone was most welcome to attend.  
The group would attempt to provide friendship for all, religious  
participation, programmes of interest, support to the missionary  
interests of the Presbyterian Church and a means of raising funds for 
use by the wider Church and also in the local community.  
The original office bearers were Almond Royds (president),  
Janet Benfell (secretary), Alison Scammell (treasurer) and other  
positions such as hostess convenor, sales table organiser, etc. would 
be moved about amongst the women. This worked well, Janet  
eventually moved to St Paul’s Parish and Eunice Jones succeeded to 
the position of secretary - and so these positions continue today.  
The programmes for the group were varied - the religious component 
was filled by monthly devotions led by various members and several  
programmes promoting thought and discussion each year, especially 
in the Easter season and at Christmas, often using the printed  
programmes published by the National APW group.  
Interesting speakers were invited, presenting matters of community 
and national concern.  
Concerns about the well being of members were supported by the  
roster of “sick” visitors, friendships were developed over afternoon 
teas, luncheon events, picnics and trips to other Churches or places of  
interest.  
 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
Luncheon  
7 December at 12 noon 
at the Hotel Ashburton 
 
As this is the final meeting for the Fellowship 
past and present members are warmly invited to 
attend. 

Womens Fellowship Report continued… 
Social service was supported by continuing with the  
Templeton Hospital scheme of “adopting” an inmate and visiting or 
keeping in touch and supplying Christmas and birthday gifts.  
There were annual visits to the Geraldine Retirement Home where a  
programme of interest was provided, afternoon tea supplied and gifts 
of fruit given (this ceased only following the restraints of Covid  
lockdowns).  
Financial support was given to community and wider concerns by 
means of sales tables, offerings, special appeals and a surprising 
amount of money was raised over the years and distributed to worthy 
causes. The total donated by the Women’s Fellowship during its  
lifetime is in excess of $10,000 to causes both national and  
international.  
Unfortunately, numbers have declined, owing to members moving 
away or dying, and the group is not really viable now.  
It is embarrassing asking speakers to give their time to only a small 
group and harder to devise programmes of value.  
With the closing of the Tinwald Church it has been decided to cease 
meeting as a women’s group, so the last meeting has been held and a 
final luncheon will take place at the Ashburton Hotel on December 7, 
2022, to which all present and former members are warmly invited. 
Thank you to all the women who have supported the Fellowship over 
the years. 



Letter of thanks received from Maureen Bishop 
November 7, 2022. 
 
Dear members of the parish 
I wish to express my thanks for the kind words spoken at the annual 
meeting and the most generous Lushington’s voucher. 
 
I have mixed feelings tonight when I know the parish council will be 
meeting, but I will also enjoy having one less meeting to attend each 
month.   
 
As John said, I am not stepping away altogether, and I will continue to 
help when I can. 
 
Once again, sincere thanks for the voucher.  I will have great fun 
spending it. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Maureen Bishop 
 



Worship Committee 
Date to be confirmed 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday, 13 December, 7.30pm, at Oxford Street  
 
Hakatere Women’s Group 
Tuesday 6 December, 10am, at Oxford Street 
 
Women’s Fellowship meeting 
Wednesday 7 December, 12 noon,  
Luncheon at Hotel Ashburton 
  
Pastoral Committee meeting 
Date to be confirmed 
 
Bible Study   
Will resume in February 
 
Drop in at Thomson Street for a cuppa 
10am until 12pm every Wednesday at Thomson Street 
Final Meeting 14 December 
 
Faith Discussion Group 
Sunday, 4 December, 7pm 
At the Manse, 22a Walshes Road. 
 
Afternoon Communion Service 
Thursday,15 December, 2pm  
at Baring Square Methodist Church 
 
Foot Clinic 
Wednesday, 14 December 
The first clinic for 2023 will be January 25th. 
 
 
 
 



December Roster   

 Dec 4 Dec 11 Dec 18 Dec 25 

Minister’s 
Support  

Jenny  
Scott  

Almond 
Royds  

John  
Tyrrell  

Maureen 
Bishop 

Door and 
Welcomer 

Jill  
Ross  

Moira  
MacLeod  

Alison  
Scammell 

Murray  
Page 

Data Carol Efford  Maureen 
Bishop 

Lynette 
Crone 

Isabell  
Page 

Morning  
Tea 

Faye  
Johnston  
Janice Sewell  
Suzanne  
Watson 

Janet  
Butterick  
Lynda 
Tayles  
Judy 
Reeves 

Shirley Maw  
Francie 
Prichard 
Heather 
Mowatt 

No Morning 
Tea Duty 

Communion Dec 4  
Mary Harrison , John Tyrrell, Alison Jones, Christine Fleming   

January Roster   

 Jan 1 Jan 8 Jan 15 Jan 22 

Minister’s 
Support  

Combined 
Service at St 
Andrew’s 

Bruce 
Arnst  

Combined 
Service at 
Baring 
Square 

John Tyrrell  

Door and 
Welcomer 

 Jenny 
Scott  

 Almond 
Royds  

Data  Jill Ross   Maureen 
Bishop  

Morning  
Tea 

 Suzanne 
Watson 

 Hospitality 
committee  

January 29, Combined with St Andrews 
Held at St Andrews 



 Hakatere Parish Directory 
Minister:  Rev Johanna Warren 
  22a Walshs Road, Ashburton 
  Phone: 307 0200 
  Email: jowarren@actrix.co.nz 
   Website: http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/ 
  Email: hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 
 
Office Hours 
Wednesdays from  9am—12pm (approx) 
Fridays from 9am—12pm (approx) 
If you need to contact our administrator out of these hours, 
please phone: Janet 027 865 9060, or Email the church. 
Office Phone Number:  308 7501 

Currently on a Wednesday Janet is working from home,  
and in the office on a Friday. 

Contact Person Phone Number 

Johanna Warren    307 0200 

Almond Royds   302 6706 

John Tyrrell     027 249 7125 

Mary Harrison   021 508 543 or 308 8437 

Alison Scammell  308 3861     
022 478 4207 

Contact People and Newsletter delivery people  

Christmas Hakatere Parish Office Hours 
The office will close on Wednesday 21 December and will reopen on 
Wednesday 4 January at 9am. 
 
January Office hours 
The office will be closed on Friday 6 January  
Will reopen on Wednesday 11 January at 9am. 



Church Dates 
December 2022 

Dec 4 10am Oxford Street Johanna Warren 

Dec 8 7pm Thomson Street 
Remembrance 
Service 

Johanna Warren 

Dec 11 10am Thomson Street 
(Final Service) 

Johanna Warren 

Dec 18 10am Oxford Street Johanna Warren 

Dec 24  7pm Lagmhor Church 
Christmas Eve 

Johanna Warren 

Jan 1 10am St Andrew’s Combined Service 

Jan 8 10am Oxford Street Rev Johanna Warren 

Jan 15 10am Methodist Church Combined Service 

Jan 22 10am Oxford Street Rev Johanna Warren 
 

Jan 29 10am St Andrew’s Combined Service 

Church Dates 
January 2023 


