
 

 

August 

2019 

Oxford Street 

Hakatere Presbyterian Parish 

Stay Connected 

Thomson Street 



How often we have heard the words of the parables - how often we 
have nodded our head - sometimes in agreement - sometimes not 
really understanding the truth within them? 

What is Jesus trying to tell us? What are the real messages for us? 
After all they were all written in a time when everything in the land 
was very different from ours today. 

Yes, different but still the same. We are still filled with the knowledge 
and the sadness, of Jesus, because we know that God’s seed which 
is God’s Word, is not falling on good soil. 

It is not being heard and understood by enough of the people of our 
time, so it cannot bear fruit, it cannot yield a hundredfold, not sixty, not 
even thirty. 

This is true, but thankfully, those of us who hear and obey are 
sufficient to keep God’s promises alive. Our work is to find more and 
more people to help to spread the Word, the Good News. 

This is not impossible! We do this every day. We sow the good seeds 
by our example of Christian living with our family, with our friends, our 
workmates, our children’s schools and to the many other 
organisations we belong too. It seems to be so little but God knows 
and God sees that it is good. 

Our Christian faith carries us through the traumas of life and allows us 
to rejoice in the many blessings we receive in our troubled times. God 
is good and his seeds are his words to us - the basis of our Christian 
faith. 

His seeds bring us comfort and strength when we look with sadness 
at people we love who are nursing a sick partner or family member. 
As we look on with that awful feeling of helplessness as this is 
happening and when the television, the radio and the newspapers 
scream at us about the atrocities that the people are committing 
against one another in our world today, our feelings of helplessness is 
intense. 

The horrific things that we thought only happened in the past are no 
longer history, they are real, right now and for some people they are 
worse than we can ever imagine. God’s seeds, His Words, His 
presence gives us the strength we need to continue on. 

This is why we have the Word, the seeds of the Holy Bible, God 
chose people to write down His words, which are our Scriptures, our 
life line to Jesus the Christ. The Jesus who died for us so that we can 
be forgiven of our sins - our sins, not Jesus’ sins, he has no sins. 



We read His word to learn how to understand ourselves and how to, if 
not understand but at least to cope in the world we live in. 

We have heard again the Parable of the Sower. We have seen some 
graphic pictures and sung words praising God for the beauty of his earth 
and of how we plough the fields and scatter the seeds which are the 
words. 

Scholars throughout the ages, have studied the Parables asking 
questions: Why did Jesus speak this way? What is he trying to say to 
us? 

I chose the work of Father Michael K Marsh and share some of his 
thoughts with you... 

He begins with a story 

Several years ago I spent a couple of days in Selma, Alabama. I 
stopped at a gas station at the edge of town to fill up before heading 
home. I went inside and walked over to the cashier. On the other side of 
the office an elderly black man was sitting in a chair against the wall. I 
looked at him and said hello. He just nodded and said, "Boss." He called 
me "boss." And then he started. "Forty cents a day I plowed dem fields 
boss. Forty cents a day!" Then he got louder. "Forty cents a day I tell 
you. Forty cents, boss!" Then he got his wallet out. Held up two one 
dollar bills. He was quiet, calculating. Then he began waving the two 
dollars and said, "This was five days of my life boss. Forty cents a day. 
Forty cents a day!" I was filled with lots of thoughts, questions, and 
feelings. I mostly kept silent; not really sure what to do, what to think or 
feel. I have often thought about him since that day. Today’s gospel 
makes me think about the ground on which he has walked. 

I suspect he often walked the hard packed path of prejudice, a path 
where not much grows, where life and opportunities are too quickly 
snatched away. I’ll bet he knew what it was like to live between a rock 
and hard place. On the rocky ground life withers because you can’t put 
down roots. There’s no security or stability and the sun scorches. He 
surely walked amongst the thorns of violence, fear, anger, and poverty. I 
have no doubt that those thorns wrapped themselves around him and 
his family choking away dignity, security, trust. I hope the best soil that 
he walked through was not the forty cents a day soil that he ploughed. I 
hope he stood in that dark rich soil that nourished life, love, and hope. 

We may not have ploughed fields for forty cents a day but we all know 
the different landscapes of which Jesus speaks. We know the beaten 
path of life. We’ve stumbled through the rocky patches of life. We have 
been scratched and cut by the thorns of life. And we have planted our  



roots deep in the sacred soil of life that feeds and grows us to become a 
harvest, in one case, a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty. 

Parables are not easily understood, we have to look further than the 
story. This story is ridiculous when first read. We know a farmer would 
not work like this - he would not waste his seed. Farmers have to be 
efficient and use all that they have well, so that their soil will prosper and 
they will have sufficient for their families needs. The farmer in the story 
scattered the seed in a wasteful, inefficient and ineffective way. The 
people knew this. Jesus used familiar things to illustrate his messages. 

So we need to search further and we find that: The Parables give us a 
sense of God’s grace that test our heart’s willingness to surrender to and 
be enveloped in the always surprising generosity of God. The surprising 
generosity of God is exactly what the parable of the sower reveals. 

As different as the four soils are they all hold two things in common. 
Seeds and the sower. The sower, who is God, sows the same seeds in 
all four soils with equal toil, equal hope, and equal generosity. The 
sower does so without evaluation of the soil’s quality or potential. There 
is no soil left unsown. No ground is declared undeserving of the sower’s 
seeds. This is not about the quality of dirt. It’s about the quality of God, 
the divine sower. We want to judge what kind of dirt we are. God simply 
wants to sow his life in ours. Whether we are forty cents a day soil or 
$400 a day soil we are sown with the seeds of God. No life, no person, 
no soil is left unsown. 

Seeds here. Seeds there. Seeds everywhere. That just seems like poor 
planning. Given today’s economy that’s just wasteful. By today’s farming 
practices it is inefficient. With the cost of seeds and the time spent 
sowing it may not even be profitable. These are not, however, the 
sower’s concerns. They are our concerns. 

Thankfully this parable is about God’s faithfulness and not about 
farming, soil quality, or how things work in this world. In the sower’s 
world wastefulness gives way to hope, inefficiency to love, and 
profitability to generosity. Every part of your life has been sown with the 
seeds of God and you know what happens to seeds. 

Given the right conditions apple seeds become apples. Peach seeds 
become peaches. God seeds become... God. 

With thanks to Thelma Efford, Greymouth Uniting Church 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members of the Hakatere Parish 
 
I have just had the opportunity to read your July newsletter and 
memories have come flooding back of great times at St Paul’s and 
good associations with St James.  It is very exciting to read of the 
new parish.  The ability to work hard, and the commitment and 
strengths of so many in both parishes makes the new parish look 
very healthy, positive and full of hope. 
  
All is well in Dunedin.  I see many former Ashburtonians on a regular 
basis.  Rev Hadyn and Carol Pirie (St Paul’s 1960s and 70s) still live 
in their own home, and while both have had health challenges they 
still live full lives.  
                                                                                                            
Rev John Sinclair and Dorothy are very active at First Church and 
when I do a duty at the Heritage Centre there, one or the other 
usually pops in for a chat.  Rev Ken and Alison Baker live a good 
walk away and occasionally when Graham and Jane Green are in 
town we get together for a meal.  Rev Alister and Margaret Rae live 
in Mosgiel and I am a regular visitor there.  Once, Trevor and Shirley 
Addis were there for a visit and Jill Marshall and I went over the hill 
to join in the reminiscing. 
 
Murray and Jane Rae live just around the road and near them are 
Rev Kerry Enright and Mavis……and on it goes. 
  
I still have Mum (96) living in Dunedin.  Hilary lives in W Australia 
and her children are Abbey and Lachlan.  Philippa and partner Oscar 
are in Wellington.  This relationship has brought me an adorable 
‘granddaughter’ Alexis.  James is in The Netherlands and the 
grandchildren there are Oskar, Scarlett and Bonnie. 
  
Thanks for the memories – and again, my very best wishes for all 
that lies ahead for the Hakatere Parish. 
 
Kath Croy (kathan@xtra.co.nz) 

                                 ******************************* 

Meals on Wheels:  The parish is responsible for delivering Meals on 
Wheels on Monday, August 12, Tuesday, August 13 and 
Wednesday, August 14.   Please contact Moria Macleod on 308 
9575 if you can help. 



 

Our Parish Fair will be at Oxford Street on 
Saturday 14th September from 9am to 11am. 

CONVENORS OF FAIR STALLS 

Cake, Preserves & Produce Stall Margaret Chapman Phone 308 5697 

Children’s Stall Francie Prichard Phone 308 7947 

Devonshire Teas Isabell Page Phone 307 0353 

Face Painting Carol Efford Phone 307 2005 

Sausage Sizzle Leak family Phone 308 9359 

Plant Stall Ellie Leak Phone 308 9359 

White Elephant ) Jennifer Marks Phone 308 9796 

   Garage Sale     )   

Lucky Numbers Ann Allott Phone 308 0333 

If you have any suggestions for other stalls please give Ann a call       
308 0333.    

There will be a sheet at Church in August for anyone who would like 
to help us sell Lucky Numbers at various places in town in the two 
weeks before the Fair.  If you would like to make a donation [either 
groceries (no spaghetti or baked beans thanks) or monetary] towards 
the raffle please contact Ann.  Receipts will be issued for any            
donations made to the raffle or towards fair expenses. 

Saturday  
14 September 



  

WHITE ELEPHANT / GARAGE SALE  

Please start saving items for the stall at the Fair: 

Furniture, bric-a-brac, jewellery, used clothing, 
crockery, glassware, drapery, electrical (no TVs), 

books, puzzles, garden, sports equipment. 

Contact Jennifer Marks 308 9796 for information or 
any queries you might have. 

                        NEXT SOCIAL ACTIVITY 
                     FRIDAY AUGUST 30TH AT 3.30pm,              

  OXFORD  STREET HALL  
After a very popular July event it has been decided 

to      repeat in August 
Come along for a social afternoon playing cards of your choice. 

Scrabble, Crib, Euchre or any table game you wish to bring. 
We stop playing at 5pm and enjoy our fish and chip meal. 

(orders taken as you arrive up until 4.45) 
If unable to come for the cards  just join us for the fellowship over 

tea. 
The grandchildren are most welcome. 

 

The annual meeting of the parish will be held fol-
lowing the worship service on Sunday, October 

20th.  Please have reports for the year’s activities of your group up 
until June 30th 2019 into the church office by September 30th. 



 

From the parish council…….. 

Property: Following assessment by engineers, prices are being 
obtained for all work on church properties necessary to bring buildings 
up to new building code requirements. Once these costings are received 
the parish council will need to consider what work can be undertaken. 
There is much work ahead for the committee and the council as we look 
to the future and use of buildings to meet our vision for the parish. 
Parishioners will be informed and involved. 
 

Finance: The committee and our treasurer, Ann Allott have put in an 
immense amount of work with the combination of the two parishes and 
the change in name. Finances were combined from July 1 and this has 
involved such things as changing bank accounts, registering with the 
Charities Commission, obtaining new IRD number, contacting 
parishioners who give by direct credit, issuing new envelopes for those 
who give through this system, changing new direct debit forms for 
businesses we pay, contacting others who pay us for the use of 
facilities, setting up a new accounting system and changing property 
accounts at PCANZ into the new parish’s name. 

The treasurer has also been appointed to the Hakatere (Ashburton) 
Presbyterian Parish Charitable Trust (formerly the St 
James’ (Ashburton) Presbyterian Parish Charitable Trust). She joins the 
other trustees Alex Ross (chairman), Roger Scammell, Maureen Bishop, 
John Tavendale, Richard McClea and Almond Royds (as parish clerk). 
Our levy to the national church will be just on $780 monthly for the 2019-
2020 year. 

Worship: Jeff Cotton will be leading worship in the parish through until 
the end of August. We are very grateful to Jeff and Jo for travelling from 
Christchurch to help us out over recent months. 

Faith Education: Plans are underway to present a nativity play to the 
junior pupils of Hampstead and Tinwald Schools in early December. 
Hampstead pupils will bus to the church at Thomson Street as we would 
like them to experience visiting a church. We will be looking for actors 
for the play. The children will receive goodie bags as they leave which 
will contain resources from the Bible Society and some treats. 

Information Technology: Carol Efford has put in many hours updating 
our new website at www.hakaterepresbyterian.com 

Social and Hospitality: The committee has been running a social event 
each month. These have been well attended. Twenty four people 
attended the card and board games afternoon in June. In July it was 
afternoon tea at Nosh Café and another card and board game afternoon 
will be held in August. 



 
A men’s tea was held at the end of July. 

Mission Action Plan: Work is continuing on updating our action plan for 
mission in our parish and community. We have been able to tick off 
several items over the last few months and now the plan is being updated 
as we look towards the next few months and beyond. 

******************************** 

Church Duties 

Oxford Street 

Elder 

August 4th   Bruce Arnst  

August 18th  Bruce Arnst 

Welcomer 

August 4th   Alison Jones 

August 18th  Alison Jones 

Door 

August 4th   Fay Johnston 

August 18th  Fay Johnston 

Morning Tea 

August 4th   Janet Butterick, Isabell Page & Lynda Tayles 

August 18th  Ellie Leak, Margaret Twamley & Almond Royd  
 

Thomson Street 

Elder 

August 11th  Eunice Jones 

August 25th  Eunice Jones 

Welcomer 

August 11th  Moira Mcleod 

August 25th  Margaret Twamley 

Door 

August 11th  Deirdre McFarlane 

August 25th  Christine Fleming 

Morning Tea 

August 11th  Shona Thomas , Kate Lovett & Mary Harrison 

August 25th  Almond Royds, Hilda Blee & Alison Jones 

 

 

 



 

Sunday, August 4 Faith Discussion Group @ Margaret & 
 Alan Blair’s home, Jacksons Road, 7.00 pm 
 
Every Monday Bible Study @ Murray & Judy Reeves, 
 7 Shearer Streeet, Tinwald 1.30 pm 
 
Tuesday, August 6  Parish Council Meeting  
  @ Thomson Street 7.00 pm 
 
Every Wednesday Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 
 
Tuesday, August 13 Senior Women’s Group  
 @ Oxford St 10.00 am 
 
Wednesday, August 14   Information due for August newsletter 
 
Thursday, August 15  Worship Committee meet 
 at Thomson Street 5.00 pm 
 
Wednesday, August 21 Women’s Fellowship 1.30 pm     
 
Tuesday, August  27  Senior Women’s Group  
 @ Oxford St 10.00 am 
  
Friday, August 30 Games afternoon @ Oxford Street 3.00 pm 
 

 
  
  
   

Operation Cover-Up 
The amount of goods handed in this year were not enough to warrant 
baling in Mid Canterbury so along with goods from other groups they 
were taken to Christchurch where they will be baled ready for 
shipping.  They will still be sent to Eastern Europe. 
Our parish sent 9 blankets, 3 jersey and hat sets,        
1 bag toiletries and stationery, 15 pairs slippers. 

There is still wool available at the Thomson Street 
church if anyone requires some.                            



 
Need a hand or a listening ear, transport, home 
communion ……..?  Please get in touch! 
Contact Almond:  Telephone:  302 6706  

Or Mary:  Telephone:  308 8437 

Church email:  hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 

Church phone: 308 7501 

Hakatere Presbyterian Parish 
Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 
        John Tyrrell             Phone:  302 3777 
Office details:             Phone:  308 7501 
Email:  hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 
Website:  http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/  
 
Church Office is at 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald. 

Hours of opening: Wednesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm until  
4.00 pm 

Report on Staveley campsite  

We have a very active campsite committee lead by Mr Lindsay Jones.  
Hakatere have 3 members on that committee. Mr Jim Leak, Mr Colin 
Crone, Mr Murray Reeves. 

A number of working bees have resulted in a new workshop, clothes 
drying shed, woodshed etc.  These are well attended by committee 
members and others. 

A combined church service was held in March with 80 plus attending. 

We are blessed to have Gen De Spa as our on-site caretaker and al-
so looking after the protected wooded area. 

We are also blessed to have Mr Barry Marett doing the property 
maintenance for us.  A new gateway has been installed thanks to the 
expertise of Allan Redmond.  A new office has been set up by split-
ting the storage room in half (off the blue room). 

There has been a lot more work in and around the buildings to en-
hance the operation of the campsite.  Murray Reeves 



 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:   14 August 2019 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
Oxford St:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
Thomson St:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton  

 

Worship Services August 2019 

August 4th   10.00 am @ Oxford Street 

August 11th  10.00 am @ Thomson Street 

August 18th  10.00 am @  Oxford Street 

August 25th  10.00 am @ Thomson Street 

September 1st  10.00 am @ Oxford Street 

 

Congratulations to Roger Scammell, who 
was awarded life membership of the Life 

Education Trust at its recent conference in 
Auckland, in recognition of the work he 
has done for the programme in the Mid 

and South Canterbury area. 

Hakatere Women’s Fellowship:  Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, August 21st.  Programme:  Rob Hooper, Youth Aid 
Officer.  Devotions:  Christine Fleming.  Roll Call:  If not given in July.  
Visiting & Hostess:  Alison Scammell, Moira Macleod, Shirley Maw.  
Surplus table.  We meet on a 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1.30 
pm in church lounge at Thomson Street.  Visitors welcome. 
 
                                    *************************** 


