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Dear people of Alpine Presbytery, 
 
Please continue your prayers and practical support for the multitudes 
of ordinary people thrust into the frontlines of horror and loss. Let us 
keep the Muslim community of New Zealand, and indeed our 
immediate neighbours, at the forefront of our attention.  
 
As you orient yourself amidst the noise and distress may the Spirit 
grant you sound bearings. One of the major challenges we face at 
this time, as leaders in our churches and communities, is the 
cultivation of a responsible and theologically robust narrative. Amidst 
an array of voices, we are required to listen well and if needed 
supplement our account of things because people are influenced by 
our interpretation of events. Of course, the way we tell this story will 
continue to be influenced by who we listen to. Who are we listening 
to? 
 
It seems entirely understandable that the first waves in our public 
speech and social media reflected the distress we feel—that this 
terror has happened in our precious home. Kiwis are very proud of 
this beautiful country, and Cantabrians who have endured so much, 
have spoken passionately of their horror. We want to be clear that 
that this should not happen here, that we are ‘not like this’.  
 
However, a second wave of reflection alerts us to the fact that there 
are other stories we need to listen to—stories that fill the gaps in our 
public narrative, stories that challenge our blind spots, stories that 
daringly pose the question as to whether we might in fact be ‘like 
this’. I commend to you the wise words of Murray Rae below as he 
reminds us that this sort of thing has in fact happened here before 
and that “hatred takes root in the soil of indifference, and in fields of 
complacency”. Some New Zealander’s are telling us that this home 
has never been a safe place. God bless you as you embody our 
Lord’s narrative of compassion, justice and mercy. Let us see and 
acknowledge the incredible goodness, bravery, and generosity of the 
people of New Zealand and have the courage to name our darkness 
for what it is. Let us have the courage also to challenge and 
supplement the narrative, and the tenacity to change. 
 
Andrew Nicol 
(andrew@stmargaretschurch.org.nz)  



Update on Church buildings 
After receiving more detailed information about the National Building 
Standard rating for the Thomson Street hall/lounge/kitchen/toilet area 
it has now been possible to establish that the lounge/kitchen/toilet 
can be rated separately from the hall.  The understanding of our 
property committee had been that this whole area was under the 
required 34% rating and was therefore unable to be used, under the 
national church and Church Property Trust rules. The council had 
acted to announce the closure of this whole area after receiving 
directions from the Alpine Presbytery. 
 
Now, the consulting engineer has given a separate rating for the 
lounge/kitchen/toilet area of 35-67%. This means the area can be 
used again. Remedial work on the ceiling of this area will still go 
ahead to bring the rating up to 67% of NBS.  
 
The Alpine Presbytery has been advised of the new separate rating 
for the kitchen/toilet/lounge area which now meets the minimum 34% 
requirement and in a special Parish Council meeting held on 
11/3/2019 the council approved the  reopening of these above 
facilities. 
 
The good news is therefore, we are back to normal operations in the 
lounge/kitchen/toilet area with the hall to be closed off while 
assessment of what is required to bring the hall up to 67% of the NBS 
is carried out.   
 
There will still be a period in the near future when the 
lounge/kitchen/toilet area will be closed for remedial work. The 
congregation will be advised in due course as to when this will occur. 
 
                                  ************************************* 
 

CanInspire:  Any ladies with beads no longer used/
needed, please arrange for these to be reused.  
Contact Judy Reeves 308  8123 to arrange contact 
point.  Thank you.  CanInspire       



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operation Cover Up:  The containers of goods consigned last year, 
arrived in Eastern Europe in November in time for distribution before 
the worst of the cold weather.  If anyone has 
completed strips for blankets, could you please hand 
them in soon to Eunice Jones, Shirley Maw or the 
church office, to give time to get them joined up.  
Baling this year will be some time in June. 

 

 

Friday 26th  April 7”30pm 

Oxford St Church Hall  

A night playing Bingo  - not for money  

but sweets as the rewards 

Do come along and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship. 

Supper provided. 

Carol Murray & Isabel  

enjoying the picnic at Geraldine 



Staveley Camp Open Days – Saturday April 6, from 10am-
Sunday, April 7, until 5pm 

Hosted by the Mid Canterbury TimeBank and Staveley Camp 

Come for an hour or stay for the whole weekend. 

Staveley Camp and the Mid Canterbury TimeBank presents the 
second open weekend. Building on the success of the first one in 
November last year, we are aiming to remove significant areas of 
sycamore to really change the balance in favour of our native flora in 
the forest. 

Mid Canterbury TimeBankers will provide all sorts of activities to 
inspire, enjoy and rejuvenate.  

The open days are free, including accommodation and food. Please 
register now through Eventbrite website.  

                                    **************************   

Bible Study is held weekly at Judy and Murray 
Reeves home at 7 Shearer Street, Tinwald at 1.30 
pm.  Everyone welcome.  Please phone 308 8123 
for more information. 
 
The Faith Discussion Group will meet at 7.00 pm on Sunday, 
April 7 at Margaret & Alan Blair’s home, Jacksons Road, 
Laghmor.  Please contact John Tyrrell or Jill Ross for more 
information. 

Do you want some company, a cuppa and a chat in a relaxed 
atmosphere?  Drop in to Thomson Street on Wednesday 
mornings from 10.00 am until about 11.30 am. 

Women’s Fellowship:  Wednesday, April 17 at 
1.30 pm at Thomson Street. Easter programme.  
Roll call:  Goods for Harvest Thanksgiving. 
Hostesses and visiting:  Moira Macleod, Shona, 
Thomas and Almond Royds.  



 
A new name for our parish …….. 

It was a joy for me to be present with you all on the 3rd of March to 
lead worship and communion. It was also good to install the new 
parish council and thank those who have retired from this role. 
The new council are settling into the role well and are focused on 
the mission plan and the large issues around our buildings. 
Naturally there is a long way to go but I’m encouraged by the 
good start that has been made and the good will of each member 
of council to see progress made. 

An important issue for our new identity is a new name. Twenty-six 
name ideas were gathered through the suggestion boxes at each 
site and these were reduced to the following 6: 

Braided Rivers Presbyterian Church (or Parish) 

Reflecting the unique nature of the braided rivers of the mid 
Canterbury region and the interwoven nature of our new entity 
coming from 2 into one. We are many strands, one river. 

Bridge Presbyterian 

The bridge connects the 2 communities of Tinwald and Ashburton 
and the Church proclaims Christ who is the bridge between 
humanity and God. We seek to provide a bridge for people to 
journey towards God. 

Connections Presbyterian 

Reflecting our mission statement to connect with God through 
building relationships with each other and people in our 
community. 

Hakatere Presbyterian 

Using the Te Reo name for our local river we honour our treaty 
partners (tangatawhenua) and point to the life sustaining and 
spiritual nature of rivers. The river that once divided us now unites 
us and anchors us in this community. 

  



 Horizons Presbyterian 

We are a church looking forward as we journey towards the new 
horizon God has for us. We are expecting the new, not hankering for 
the past. 

Living Faith Presbyterian  

Our church is a community of people drawn together by a common 
faith that is alive and active. We seek to live out our faith in ways that 
will touch our world with the love of God. 

Phoenix Presbyterian 

Like a phoenix rising out of the ashes our church is rising to renewal 
and new life and witness in this community. This is a slightly different 
yet connected take on resurrection language. 

Unity Presbyterian 

Highlighting the united nature of our new church and the aspirational 
goal of being one people in Christ as is our calling. 

From these, 3 were presented to the congregation. In order to gauge 
support for the short-listed names a show of hands was sought after 
discussion of the options with the following results: 

Braided Rivers Presbyterian, 7  
Horizons Presbyterian 20 
Hakatere Presbyterian 36 
None preferred  6  
 

This gives a clear indication of the front runner choices, from those 
presented. However, we don’t want to rush this process and we want 
to ensure the name has broad support and is a good fit for our 
parish. During April the list of suggested names will be published and 
you will have the opportunity to vote on your preferred option. The 
final decision will be made by Parish Council in May so that we can 
commence the new financial year under a new name. 

Blessings in Christ,  Rev Brent Richardson, Interim Moderator 



 

 

 

Meals on Wheels:   The parish is involved in the 
delivery of Meals on Wheels during two separate 
weeks in April. 
The first is from Monday, April 1 to Friday, April 5. 
If you can help during this time please contact Pat 
Cannan on phone 308 8670.  The second time is 
on Tuesday, April 23, Wednesday, April 24 and Friday, April 
26.  (The other days in the week are public holidays). 
If you can help during this period please contact Moira Macleod 
on phone 308 9575.  
                                                                                                                

Prayer for Christchurch 
Maren Tirabassi, New Hampshire, USA  
(Gifts in Open Hands blog) shared with permission 

‘To Allah we belong and to Allah we shall return.  
Oh Allah, help us in our calamity and replace it with good.’  
 
God, we weep with you for Christchurch, 
our hearts torn open 
for those who lost family and friends 
to this unimaginable violence, 
our minds bent trying to understand hatred., 
our spirits sent in love, 
to those who must overcome fear. 
In trauma, we pray peace. 
in hospitals, we pray healing; 
in schools and mosques, 
on marae and at churches, 
we pray many small and great 
works of kindness, 
not just today but in days to come; 
in mourning, we pray 
a knowing that all the world grieves. 
Amen 



 Church Duties 

Oxford Street 

Elder 

April 7th   Valmai McKenzie  
 

Welcomer 

April 7th   Trevor Gamblin   
 

Door 

April 7th   Ann Gamblin  
 

Morning Tea 

April 7th   Francie Pritchard, Margaret Chapman &  
    Deirdre McFarlane 

 

Thomson Street 

Elder 

April 14th   Margaret Blair 

April 28th   Christine Fleming 
 

Welcomer 

April 14th   Moira Macleod  

April 28th   Moira Macleod  
 

Door 

April 14th   Gay Lee 

April 28th   Eunice Jones 
 

Morning Tea 

April 14th   Shona Thomas, Lynda Tayles &              
    John Tyrrell 

April 28th   Jill & Alex Ross, Isabell Page 

 



 

Tuesday, April 2                 Parish Council meet  
 @ Thomson Street 7.00 pm 

Wednesday, April 3 Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 
 
Saturday, April 6 Daylight saving ends—turn clocks back 
  
Sunday, April 7 Faith Discussion Group  
 @ Margaret & Alan Blair’s 7.00 pm  
   
Tuesday, April 9 Senior Women’s Group  
 @ Oxford Street 10.00 am 
 

Wednesday, April 10 Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 
 

Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday—worship at Thomson St 
 

Wednesday, April 17 Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 

 Women’s Fellowship— 1.30 pm                   
 Easter programme  @ Thomson Street  

 Information due for May newsletter 
 
Friday, April 19  Good Friday Service @  
 Oxford Street 10.00 am 
 
Sunday, April 21 Easter Sunday Worship @ 
 Patersons Chapel, Cox Street 9.30 am 
    

Tuesday, April 23 Blood bank @ MSA in Ashburton  
 1.00 pm—6.00 pm 

 Senior Womens’ Group  
 @ Oxford Street 10.00 am 
 

Wednesday, April 24 Drop In @ Thomson Street 10.00 am 
  
Tuesday, April 30 Men’s tea @ Oxford Street @ 6.00 pm 
 Speaker Rob Hooper  
 
     



Need a hand or a listening ear, transport, home 
communion ……..?  Please get in touch! 
Contact Almond:  Telephone:  302 6706  

Or Mary:  Telephone:  308 8437 

Church email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

Church phone: 308 7501 

St James’/ St Paul’s Presbyterian Parish 
Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 

      John Tyrrell            Phone:  302 3777 

Office details:             Phone:  308 7501 

Email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

Email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 

Website:  www.stpaulsashburton.com 

Church Office is at 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald. 

Hours of opening: Wednesdays and Thursdays 
1.30pm until 4.00 pm 

Easter – the death and the resurrection 

Come along and discuss these important topics and discover 
how they influence our life today. 

Mary Harrison will lead this one-off study on Monday, April 15, 
from 3pm to 5pm at the Oxford Street Hall. 

Mary will ask us to reflect on what is important to us in the 
Easter story.  

The second part of the study will look at the joy of the 
resurrection. 

We will leave with some challenges for the coming year. 

This is an informal, non-threatening session so do come along. 

We will conclude with a take-away meal for those who wish to 
stay. 



 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:   17 April 2019 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
St Paul’s:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
St James’:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton  
Paper Plus, East Street, Ashburton 

Combined Men’s Tea 

A social evening for the men of the parish will be held on 
Tuesday, April 30 at the Oxford Street Hall beginning at 
6pm. 

The cost is $10 for a two course meal. 

The speaker is Rob Hooper, Youth Aid Officer with the 
Ashburton Police. 

For catering purposes please reply to Dennis Burridge on 
308 5512 or to Alison Scammell 308 3861 or email 
rog@orcon.net.nz by Thursday, April 25. 

Worship Services April 2019 

April 7th  10.00 am @ Oxford Street 

April 14th  10.00 am @ Thomson Street—Palm Sunday 

April 19th  10.00 am @  Oxford Street—Good Friday 

April 21st  9.30 am @ Paterson’s Chapel—Easter Sunday 
   Combined with Baring Square 
 

April 28th  10.00 am @ Thomson Street 

May 5th  10.00 am @ Oxford Street 


