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Johanna’s Jottings 
We are always in the midst of change and are changing 
ourselves.  Even though most of us relish a bit of  
stability and constancy.  So as a parish we are currently 
talking about having one fewer worship site to care for 

and meet in.  A really hard decision to make, no matter how  
important.  Last Sunday we had a discussion about this in 
church.  I am still thrilled by remembering how widely and  
deeply that discussion roved.  You are an honest and open 
group who are committed not only to God, to your faith and to 
allowing that faith to guide your living, but to one another.  I 
heard deep concern for a living growing future and for care and 
respect for those for whom the building that we let go has been 
a vital spiritual home for decades.   
 
You will read this after we have actually had the meeting and 
voted.  Whatever the result there will still be further decisions to 
make, I and Parish Council are keen to hear your thoughts and 
observations. 
 
Another change is that we have moved the date of the annual 
meeting to November, because of circumstances outside our 
control.  I also have moved my final date of worship with you to 
Sunday 22 January.  On the 15th January I will worship with the 
Plains folk and say goodbye to them. 
 
Alpine Presbytery Gathering is to be on 16 and 17 September in 
West Melton.  This is a good opportunity to strengthen our wider 
fellowship and I do encourage you to attend.  
 
Another opportunity for encouragement and fellowship is the 
One Conference our Moderator Hamish Galloway is organising 
in Wellington 17-19 November.  Full information is in the Alpine 
Newsletter and on the One Conference website. 
through everyone so all can and do contribute.  



Lectionary for September 2022 

September 4 
Pentecost 13 55C 
Jeremiah 18: 1 – 11 
Psalm 139: 1 – 6, 13 – 18 
Philemon 1: 1 – 21 
Luke 14: 25 – 33 

September 11 
Pentecost 14 56C 
Jeremiah 8: 18 – 9: 1 
Psalm 79: 1 – 9 
1 Timothy 1:2 - 17 
Luke 15: 1 – 10 

September 18 
Pentecost 15 57C 
Jeremiah 4: 11 – 12,  
22 - 28 
Psalm 14 
1 Timothy 2: 1 - 7 
Luke 16: 1 – 13 

September 25 
Pentecost 16 58C 
Jeremiah 32: 1 – 3a, 6 - 15 
Psalm 91: 1 – 6, 14 - 16 
1 Timothy 6:6 - 19 
Luke 16:19 - 31 

Johanna’s Jottings continued: 
I am so pleased with the way our parish engaged in the Mid  
Canterbury Hui.  This was the beginning of an ongoing process of  
getting to know one another better and working together in some way.  
I rang Martin Stewart to thank him afterwards and his watchword is 
Better Together.  I totally agree, and this is the sort of comment we are 
hearing as we talk about our buildings.   
 
We are a team. In good teams the energy and drive flow Hakatere is a 
good team. I’d love to see us working closely with other Mid  
Canterbury teams. Where would you like to put your energy as we 
move into the future?  What kind of future do you truly want? 
 
I want to see people able to pray, learn, worship, serve, develop their 
faith and have fun together.  How important fellowship is to you was 
emphasised to me by the number who stayed to talk over a cuppa on a 
cold morning with no heating just recently! 
Your sister in Christ,  
currently enjoying spring blossom,  
Johanna 



Here is Sister Wendy Beckett writing about prayer: 
 
Prayer is essentially an attitude. We trust God, we believe in Him, we 
turn to Him. An  attitude is something permanent, so how could prayer 
stop when we, as it were, stop praying?  It would as if your relationship 
with your parents existed only when you were in actual contact with 
them. 
 
And here is Shirley Murray emphasising something very similar. 
 
 

Every day I will offer you, 

loving God, my heart and mind, 

every way I discover you 

in the work your hand has signed; 

help me see I’m your image, and  

you have dreamed what I might be, 

every day in your Spirit,  

I’ll find the love and energy! 

 



Report From Alpine Presbytery Gathering of  
Mid Canterbury Presbyterian Parishes Held at St David’s Union 

Parish– 6th August 2022. 
A good attendance of representatives from Ashburton Presbyterian 
Parishes gathered at St David’s  Parish Church to discuss  what we are 
doing now and where we think our parishes are going in the future. 
Rev. Martin Stewart, the Alpine Presbytery executive officer,  
welcomed the attendees and a representative of Presbyterian Support 
gave a short address  about the work carried out by this organization . 
All parishes gave a brief presentation about their activities and general 
mission in their communities. Later, everyone split into small working 
groups to discuss key questions about the challenges and  
opportunities we are all facing. 
 
This discussion seemed to throw up the same challenges from every 
parish to some degree: 
 
· Lack of people generally; 
· Ageing people (very few younger adults and virtually no children) 
· Finance and Ministry; 
· Property. 
 
Possible solutions to the challenges were recorded in groups and these 
will be collated by Presbytery and returned to parishes. Ideas included 
shared ministry, reduced number of buildings, special services for  
targeted groups i.e. youth.  
Martin summarized the situation from Presbytery’s view to close the 
meeting as follows: 
 
Presbytery was there to help and not to force change upon parishes; 
Our age structure and declining numbers meant change would occur; 
Different ways of doing church would happen e.g how to manage  
without a regular Minister; 
Most importantly, some sort of Ashburton Presbyterian Hub for all to 
gather at;  
The need for Ashburton Presbyterians to keep talking to each other 
about solutions for the future. 
Each parish was asked to nominate two members to join a steering  
Committee. 
 
 
 



Congregational Meeting Report 
Sunday 28 August 
 
The motion: 
That the Hakatere Parish consolidate on the Oxford St site and the 
Thomson St site be sold. 
 
The motion was presented, and after a short discussion we voted.  
Of 67 members of the congregation that were present at the meeting: 
45 voted ‘yes’ 
22 voted ‘no’.  
The motion is carried. 
 
 
Two main points of discussion were raised: 
1. We are an older congregation and need to re-invigorate our  
parish, by growing in numbers, and including more younger people. 
 
2. The Oxford St site needs some improvements to be a truly  
comfortable place for worship and community activity. 
 
Parish Council will discuss these points as we work on the next steps.  
 
We appreciate those who spoke and have written their thoughts down.  
 
You are welcome to write to us and/or to attend the parish council 
meeting to express your thoughts and join in the discussion. 
Johanna 



Alpine Presbytery Spring  
Gathering 
Registrations for our Gathering in 
September are now open. This will 
be on the 16th – 17th September 
and held at Hope Presbyterian in 

West Melton. Joining us for the weekend will be Geoff New from 
KCML. Geoff will be taking us through a workshop on “The Spirituality 
of Remembrance” as a part of our Gathering. 

Men's Lunch 
On Tuesday, 17 men enjoyed a lovely hot meal 
served by the Social and Hospitality committee. 
 
This could not happen without the wonderful 
donations of food supplied by the women of the 
parish. 
 
Thank you to the men for their donation of  

money which goes to our outreach community support. 
The speaker was Roger Scammell (A Life Story in Pictures) 

 



 

 

Newsletter Deliverers’ Morning Tea 
 
Do you deliver the Newsletter? 
Pastoral Care want to thank you  
 
 

 
Please come to morning tea 
 
Tuesday 6 September 
10 am at Thomson St 
 
If you need help getting there please ring  
Jill Ross 3025842 
or Johanna Warren 3070200 

Assorted Greeting Cards for Sale $3 each 
There is a box of cards in the foyer of both  
Thomson Street and Oxford Street Churches. 
All proceeds go to church funds 
 
Joan Campbell 

Pathways Day on 11 July was worthwhile and a 
day with no pressure say some of the  
participants. 
 
Jill, Lynette and Johanna are offering Pathways 

again on Thursday 22 September 9am to 4pm at Oxford St. 
 
This is a day to gift to yourself, a day for you, for listening to God and 
your own heart. 
We’d love to see you there. 
Please register by Friday 9 September. 



Steady As You Go (SAYGO) 
Exercises 
Tuesday afternoons at 1.30pm. 
If you want to stay stronger for longer 

come along to a strength and balance class. 
Where: Hakatere Presbyterian Parish Hall, 65 Oxford Street 
Cost is $2 per session. 
Contact Lynette Crone for more information 
307 2701 or 021 0232 6088 
   

AFTERNOON COMMUNION SERVICE  
15th September  at 2pm 
A FINGER LUNCH at 12.30pm   
(food provided)  followed by the communion 
service at 2pm in the church lounge at  
Thomson Street.   
All welcome. 

 

 

Spring Flower Sunday 
September 11 
Please bring flowers to bless the church.  
Posies that can then be taken to shut-ins would 
be gratefully appreciated. 



Meals on Wheels  

September  

Monday 26th 

Tuesday 27th 

Wednesday 28 

If you can help  
please phone: Pat Cannan: 027 364 2804  

 

October 

No deliveries in October 

Stamps for missions 
 
If you collect stamps but do not have a recipient 
for them you may like to send them to the  
Josephite Sisters who use them to raise funds 
for educational work in Peru and Timor Leste. 
 
Post to: P.O Box 6404 
Dunedin North 9059     
or hand to Johanna for posting. 

Many thanks to the people who 
delivered meals on wheels on 
August 8th, 10th, and 12th. 
Your help is much appreciated! 
Pat Cannan 



Report From Parish Council Meeting  9/8/2022 
The recent Mid -Canterbury Hui was reviewed by the council and it 
was decided to follow up on the idea of setting up a steering  
committee of delegates from Mid-Canterbury parishes to continue  
talking about co-operation amongst Presbyterians in this district. This  
would focus on future arrangements for crucial matters such as shared 
ministry and longer term, the possible creation of a single Ashburton 
Worship Hub. 
We are in the middle of consulting with the congregation over the  
one site proposal and this was voted on by a Congregational  
meeting held on 28th August. 
The date for the  parish annual meeting  has been postponed until the 
6th November, due to delays in finishing the annual accounts. There is 
extra work for the reviewer this year and the finance committee  
wishes to make the accounts available for the council and  
congregation before the meeting takes place. The Parish Fair date will 
also be changed from 25th March 2023 until possibly 1st April 2023. 
This is due to a clash with another event and final date will be  
confirmed later. 
The council agreed, in principle, to a request from Rev Helen Wallis to 
allow Afghani refugees the use of our Oxford Street Hall for their Friday 
Prayers.  We are asking for more details before this goes ahead. 
The council decided to form two small teams of councillors to sort 
through parish archives and various stored material at both our sites, 
with a view to disposing of unneeded items. This would be a start  
towards preparations for our move onto one site. 
The Social and Hospitality Committee recommended having a parish 
dinner later this year. After discussion it was agreed that the dinner be 
held at the Thomson Street hall on November 19th.   
This would be a catered meal at a cost of $30 per head approx. 
Alex Ross  
 

 



AGM and nominations for Parish Council 
We have a new date for the AGM, this will be now be held on Sunday 
6 November, after morning worship. 
Lynette Crone and Jenny Scott have both completed their three year 
terms on Council. Jenny will stand again for election by the  
congregation, Lynette is taking a break. 
So we are looking for a further nomination for Parish council 
membership.  Please prayerfully consider could you or someone else 
take on this role of leadership within the parish.   

Covid safety 
Parish council has talked through the implications of a 
renewed wave of covid infection and flu and other  
illnesses.  We know that mask wearing is the simplest 
most effective preventative.   

Therefore we encourage you to wear your mask as often as possible 
and are very grateful that so many of you consistently wear your mask 
for worship.  Singing is definitely a risky activity, but we do want to 
carry on singing. 
We will continue to offer morning tea 
 
BUT 
 
if you are on the roster but do not wish to serve morning tea, just say 
so and find a replacement. 
 
AND 
 
please replace your mask if you have finished your cuppa but not your 
chat.  We cannot ventilate the church well and keep it warm. 
We appreciate your thoughtfulness towards your own and everyone 
else’s health. 
If you have any concerns please talk to Johanna or someone on  
council. 
 
Please let Janet in the office know if you are not serving morning tea, 
and who your replacement is, so it can be updated in the bulletin and 
in the Stay Connected. 



The Good Samaritan Or A Strange Tale From Lagmhor Church 
A few weeks ago there was a strange vehicle parked outside the 
Lagmhor Church over a whole weekend. When I went to investigate, I 
discovered a stranger busy cleaning out the interior of the church. The 
man had all the necessary cleaning equipment and was obviously  
intent on making a thorough job. This was evident by the fact he was in 
the second day of his task when I visited the church on Sunday  
afternoon. I asked for his name, which he gave me and he said he 
came from another area. 
 
When I asked him whether he had sought permission to enter the 
church, let alone begin to carry out a major cleaning operation, he  
replied that he thought it was a public building and he would not need 
to ask permission. I pointed out to him that the church was owned by 
the Church Property Trust and people should get approval first to  
enter, even though the building was unlocked. 
 
The man then said he had entered the church earlier and decided it 
needed a good clean-up. He then felt the urge to do the job himself as 
something to give him a purpose and for his personal satisfaction. I 
thanked him for his unsolicited work on behalf of our Parish and asked 
him to seek approval if he should come back again. 
 
What conclusions should we draw from this strange event – it was  
certainly unusual to have a complete stranger come and do our work 
for us!  What moved him to do this?  My first instinct was to order him 
to leave and then I saw his good work and realised I should let him  
carry on and finish. He finished his work and departed later, leaving an  
immaculate Church interior behind him.  
 
Let us say he was a Good Samaritan. 
 
Alex and Jill Ross 



Moderator’s Message Season of Creation  
1 Sept – 4 Oct  
"Listen to creation:  
move from a theology of plunder,  
back to a theology of wonder.  
 
Do you remember Climate Change protests many New Zealand school 
students participated in a couple of years ago? Students took Friday 
afternoon off school to march together. I was sitting on the veranda of 
Hagley Golf Club on one such Friday afternoon. Surrounded by my old 
golfing mates, we saw a huge group of school students coming  
towards us down the path through the park. They were carrying  
placards calling for action on climate change. They were chanting and 
singing. The first reaction amongst my group was ‘let's go and tell 
them that they need to get back to school!’ Some of us managed to 
change the mood to let’s go out to them and applaud their passion for 
creation. And so we did, listening to these young voices as they spoke 
up for care for the planet. This is a topic close to my heart as it is so in 
tune with my Moderator theme of, Empowering Generations. This 
cause is so important to the younger generations and we who are  
older need to listen to their voices and respond. And this story fits so 
well with the theme and symbol of the Season of Creation 2022, the 
annual ecumenical celebration of prayer and action for our common 
home. This year’s theme is, “Listening to the Voice of Creation”, and 
the symbol is the burning bush. Season of Creation begins on  
1 September, World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends 
on 4 October, the feast of St Francis of Assisi. As I reflect on the 
theme in the context of the Exodus 3 passage where God captures the 
attention of Moses through a burning bush, I think of these things: God 
called and Moses listened. ·God spoke of hearing the suffering voices 
of the people. ·Today the suffering voices of people continue to cry 
out… as I write this message the Leaders of the Pacific Forum lament 
rising sea levels, villagers in Bangladesh and citizens of Sydney weep 
over homes and livelihoods drowned under flood waters,  



residents in Spain, Portugal and France desperately call for more help 
to fight the fires that ravage their lands, and the United Kingdom  
experiences the highest temperatures ever recorded. ·And just as God 
used a part of creation to call Moses, are these rising sea levels, floods 
and fires, creation itself calling out for our attention?  
Moses listened and at the grand age of 80 sprang into action. In this 
Season of Creation, individuals and communities are invited to spring 
into action through prayer, sustainability projects and advocacy:  
-Prayer: Host an ecumenical prayer gathering that unites all Christians 
for the care of our common home. -Sustainability: Lead a clean-up  
project that helps all of creation thrive. -Advocacy: Raise your voice for 
climate justice by participating in or leading an ongoing campaign, 
such as the fossil fuel divestment movement. As a Church we can  
engage with the caring for creation actions that our Church at  
successive assemblies has committed to support including, most  
recently, Eco Church. See the Church website for details. Download 
the 2022 Season of Creation resource. The Season of Creation  
website is well worth a look. I was especially touched by a quote on 
this website from Rev Rachel Mash, Provincial Canon for the  
Environment in the Anglican Church of Southern Africa: “We are  
recovering the sense of wonder at how the world was made, and we 
need to reclaim the theology of why it was made. We need to listen to 
creation so that we can move from a theology of plunder back to a  
theology of wonder.” When the Rev Sikawu Makubalo of Methodist 
Church from Southern Africa revealed the burning bush logo of the 
2022 Season of Creation he said that the bush contrasts the fire of so 
many unnatural fires that aggravate the climate crisis, with the sign of 
fire as the light of the Holy Spirit that unites Christians. Rev Sikawu 
Makubalo asked those in attendance: “Are we listening? What are we 
seeing? Are we moved?”  
 
Right Rev Hamish Galloway  
Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  
moderator@presbyterian.org.nz  



 Online Services 
Parish 

Link to worship 

Christchurch  
Bishopdale  

http:www.stmargaretschurch.org.nz/a/  

Christchurch  
Cashmere (goes live at 
9am on Sundays)  

http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/
online-worship-resources  

Christchurch 
Hope Presbyterian  

https://www.youtube.com/c/
HopePresbyterianChurch/featured  

Christchurch  
Knox (goes live at 
10am on Sundays)  

http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/news.html  

Christchurch  
Linwood Ave 
Union Church  

www.lauc.org.nz  

Christchurch  
St Martins:  

Zoom Meeting ID: 815 0869 6154; 
Passcode: 712158  

Christchurch 
St Paul’s Trinity Pacific  
(live at 11am Sundays)  

https://www.facebook.com/
StPaulsTrinityPacific  

Christchurch  
The Village  

contact tracey@villagechurch.nz to be 
put on the list that gets sent the service 
link  

Nelson -  
Whakatū Presbyterian: 
if password needed,  
use “love”  

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/3188173979?
pwd=L2xwck1zL2FQaFEzMXM3ODF5
ektZz09  

Waimate - Knox  https://www.facebook.com/
Knox.Waimate  



September Roster   

 Sep 4 Sep 11 Sep 18 Sep 25 

Minister’s 
Support  

Murray 
Reeves  

Denis  
Burridge  

Alison  
Jones  

Almond  
Royds  

Door and 
Welcomer 

Moira  
MacLeod  

Lois  
Burridge  

Murray  
Page  

Maureen 
Bishop  

Data Carol  
Efford  

Jill  
Ross  

Lynette 
Crone  

Roger 
Scammell  

Morning  
Tea 

Jill and Alex 
Ross  
Lynette 
Crone 

Suzanne 
Watson  
Medi 
Tourle  
Janice 
Sewell  

Alison 
Scammell  
Isabell Page  
Lois  
Burridge  

Christine 
Fleming  
Shirley 
D’Ornay 
Glenys  
Donnelly   
 
 

Communion 11 Sep 
The first person listed is the convenor who is to check others are 
available, and arrange the gluten free bread and grape juice. 

October Roster   

 Oct 2 Oct 9 Oct 16 Oct 23 

Minister’s 
Support  

Murray 
Reeves  

John  
Tyrrell  

Bruce Arnst  Maureen 
Bishop  

Door and 
Welcomer 

Judy Reeves  Christine 
Fleming 

Janice 
Sewell  

Moira  
MacLeod  

Data Isabell Page  Jill Ross  Lynette 
Crone  

Roger  
Scammell  

Morning  
Tea 

Shirley Maw  
Carol Efford  
Francie Prich-
ard  

Maureen 
Bishop  
Janet But-
terick  
Suzanne 
Watson 

Faye  
Johnston  
H. Mowatt  
Kate Lovett  

Kay 
McLenghen  
Almond 
Royds  
Lynda Tayles  



Worship Committee 
Thursday 22 September, 5pm, at the Manse,  
22a Walshes Road.  
 
Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 13 September, 7pm, at Oxford Street 
 
Hakatere Women’s Group 
Tuesday 13 September,10am, at Oxford Street 
Tuesday 27 September, 10am, at Oxford Street 
 
Women’s Fellowship meeting 
Wednesday 21 September, 1.30pm at Thomson Street 
  
Pastoral Committee meeting 
Monday 26 September 
 
Bible Study   
Every Monday 1.30pm, at Thomson Street Lounge 
 
Drop in at Thomson Street for a cuppa 
10am until 12pm every Wednesday at Thomson Street 
 
Faith Discussion Group 
Sunday 4 September, 7pm 
At the Manse, 22a Walshes Road. 
 
Afternoon Communion Service 
Thursday 15 September, 2pm, at Thomson Street. 
Finger food lunch at 12.30pm, followed by the afternoon  
communion service at 2pm. 
 
World Communion Sunday 
Sunday 2 October, 10am 
At Oxford Street. 
 
 
 



Being Connected 
 
helps us to grow as a church family. 

 
 
If something is preventing you being  
connected we would love to help…. 

 
 
Please let our Pastoral team know if you, or someone you can 
think of, would value such things as: 
 
 
· A home visit from our Minister Rev Johanna 

· Home Communion 

· Transport to church or parish functions and foot clinic 

· Assistance with completion of simple business forms 

 
 
 
  

Contact Person Phone Number 

Johanna Warren    307 0200 

Almond Royds   302 6706 

John Tyrrell     027 249 7125 

Mary Harrison   021 508 543   
308 8437 

Alison Scammell  308 3861     
022 478 4207 

Contact People and Newsletter delivery people  



 Hakatere Parish Directory 
Minister:  Rev Johanna Warren 
  22a Walshs Road, Ashburton 
  Phone: 307 0200 
  Email: jowarren@actrix.co.nz 
   Website: http://hakaterepresbyterian.com/ 
  Email: hakaterepresbyterian@xtra.co.nz 
 
Office Hours 
Office is open on:  
Wednesdays from  9am—12pm (approx) 
Fridays from 9am—12pm (approx) 
If you need to contact our administrator out of these hours, 
please phone: Janet 027 865 9060, or Email the church. 
Office Phone Number:  308 7501 

Church Dates and Venues 

4 Sep 10am Oxford Street Johanna Warren 

11 Sep 10am Thomson Street Johanna Warren 

11 Sep 10am Spring flower Sunday and Communion  

18 Sep 10am Oxford Street Johanna Warren 

25 Sep 10am Thomson Street Johanna Warren 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton  

Paper Plus, East Street, Ashburton 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 
 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

Currently on a Wednesday Janet is working from home, and in 
the office on a Friday. 


