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The Bible has an amazing history, surviving wars, disasters, language 
changes and culture shifts. 

In ancient times, the stories of God were passed down through generations 
by word of mouth.  It’s not known who first recorded these stories, but it 
could have been as early as 1,400 BC.  The recording of all the books in the 
Old Testament took hundreds of years.  Once they were all written down, 
the process of collecting them all together probably began around 400 BC. 

Different Christian communities have, through history, come to different 
decisions about which books belong in the Old Testament.  They have all 
accepted the 39 books in the Old Testament that form the Hebrew Bible of 
the Jewish people.  Catholic Christians also use an additional seven books, 
plus some extra material in the books of Daniel and Esther. Orthodox 
Christians accept ten or more additional books as well as the additional 
material in Daniel and Esther. 

 

The printing press eventually made the Bible more accessible to all. 
This is a copy of the Guttenberg Bible, one of the first books ever 
printed. 

When it comes to the New Testament, the majority of Christians agree that 
the New Testament contains 27 books.  The first century AD saw the 
beginnings of a collection of Christian Scriptures, with two types of 
document – accounts of the life of Jesus and letters.  Early in the second 
century AD, these two types of documents became known as ‘Gospel and 
Apostle’ (like the Old Testament categories ‘Law and Prophets’).   



Paul began writing the first parts of the New Testament possibly as early as 
20 years after Jesus’ death.  The rest of the New Testament was written be-
tween about 50 – 100 AD.  In 369 AD, a Bishop named Athanasius was the 
first to list the 27 books currently in the New Testament and insist on 
those.  This list was confirmed at a church level in 397 AD during the Church 
Council of Carthage. 

The first translation of the whole Bible into English was done by John Wyc-
liffe in about 1380. In 1526 William Tyndale produced the first printed New 
Testament in English.  Since then, the Bible has been translated into English 
many times. 

The Bible was first translated into Māori by Christian missionaries who be-
gan arriving in New Zealand in 1814.  The first Māori New Testament was 
printed at Paihia in 1837 and the first full Māori Bible was printed in 1868. 

Today, only 542 of the world’s 6901 languages have a full Bible. 

The New Testament is available in about 1,897 languages.  Sadly, about 500 
million people still have no part of Scripture translated into their language 
yet.  Bible Societies around the world are working hard to change this. 

The story of Te Paipera Tapu—The Holy Bible in Māori—began with the 
Rev. Samuel Marsden in Sydney. 

As chaplain to the colony, Marsden met many Māori who had arrived in 
Sydney on whaling and sealing vessels.  In 1807 the London-based Church 
Missionary Society (CMS) agreed that Marsden could start a mission to New 
Zealand.  At the invitation of Māori Chief Ruatara, Marsden arrived in the 
Bay of Islands on December 22, 1814.  Three days later, on Christmas Day, 
he introduced more than 300 Māori to the message of the Bible at New 
Zealand’s first church service.  He preached from Luke chapter two verse 
10, “Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy.” 

“In this manner, the Gospel has been introduced into New Zealand, and I 
fervently pray that the glory of it may never depart from its inhabitants, till 
time shall be no more.” 
Extract from Marsden’s diary  



In the decade that followed, missionaries began the difficult task of taking 
the oral Māori language and putting it into written form.  With the help of 
brothers Henry and William Williams, the first Scriptures in Māori were   
published in Sydney in 1827.  This little book included passages from      
Genesis, Exodus, Matthew and John. 

Eventually, to speed up the publication process, William Colenso arrived at 
Paihia in 1834 with a large and very heavy Stanhope printing press.  That 
following year, the first book ever published in New Zealand rolled off the 
press – a 16 page edition of Ephesians and Philippians in Māori.  Then from 
1836 through to late 1837, the press was fully engaged printing 5,000     
copies of the first New Testament in Māori. 

The New Testament was very popular among Māori with many chiefs    
sending messengers to Paihia to obtain a copy of the book.  Māori became 
very familiar with the book to the point where missionaries complained 
they were finding it difficult to find something new in the Bible to talk 
about. 

Te Paipera Tapu (the full Māori Bible) was first published in 1868.  Since 
then, three further editions of Te Paipera Tapu have been published, in 
1889, 1925 and 1952.  The 1952 edition is the version that most Māori   
communities and speakers have used for over half a century. 

In 2012, Bible Society published a reformatted edition of the 1952 text fea-
turing paragraphs, macrons and punctuation to help readers understand 
the text. In 2014, exactly 200 hundred years after Samuel Marsden first 
brought the Bible to New Zealand, Bible Society published the first new 
sample translations of Te Rongopai a Ruka (The Gospel of Luke) as part of 
the project to produce a new edition of Te Paipera Tapu in contemporary 
Māori. 

You can now access the very latest edition of Te Paipera Tapu for free on 
your mobile device.  

                                                                                   New Zealand Bible Society  



 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE A    SUNDAY DRIVE? 
The next social event is Sunday, 24th March 
following the church service at Tinwald. 
Those  people interested will drive to the 
Geraldine Domain.  (Cars will be pooled) 
There we will have our own picnic lunch. 
The afternoon is free to visit the shops,                                                 
vintage machinery museum,  
 other places of interest or enjoy the company of others. 
If weather unfavourable still bring your lunch to 
Roger & Alison’s Scammell’s home, 67 Oak Grove.  
where an interesting DVD will be shown. 
If you require transport please contact Alison Scammell 308 3861 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

The parish is involved in the delivery of Meals on Wheels during two 
separate weeks in April. 

The first is from Monday, April 1 to Friday, April 5. If you can help 
during this time please contact Pat Cannan on phone 308 8670. 

The second time is on Tuesday, April 23, Wednesday, 
April 24 and Friday, April 26.    (The other days in the 
week are public holidays). 

If you can help during this period please contact Moira 
Macleod on phone 308 9575.  

  

Following the formation of the new parish, a congregational 
meeting will be held at the conclusion of the service at  Hampstead, 
Oxford Street on Sunday, March 3, 2019. 



 A new beginning 

A new beginning - together with thanksgiving for the faith and work of 
the past - was marked on Sunday, February 10, at the Ashburton Trust 
Event Centre when an historic step was taken in the parishes of St James’ 
and St Paul’s Presbyterian Parishes. 



 

On that day the two parishes were dis-established and a new, single parish has now 
been formed. 

The celebratory service was led by the moderator of the Alpine Presbytery, Rev Anne 
Stewart. Also taking part were the interim moderator of the parish, Rev Brent 
Richardson and the parish clerks, Almond Royds and John Tyrrell. The sermon was 
preached by Rev Arii Taimatatora, from the Plains Presbyterian Church. 



 

 

                   Staveley Campsite  

       Committee 

  would like to invite you to a 

  Combined Church Service 

      March 10th 2019 at 2pm 

11.30am Bus from St David's Carpark $10 each      
 return 

12pm Lunch on the lawn – bring picnic lunch 

12.30pm Guided bushwalk tour - sturdy footwear 
suggested 

2pm Service 



 Church Duties 

Tinwald 

Elder 

March 10th  Judy Reeves  

March 24th  Almond Reeves 

Welcomer 

March 10th  Hilda Blee 

March 24th  Deirdre McFarlane   

Door 

March 10th  Bev Reveley 

March 24th  Christine Fleming  

Morning Tea 

March 10th  Kate Lovett, Suzanne Watson, Isabell Page 

March 24th  Lois & Dennis Burridge, Ellie Leak 

Hampstead 

Elder 

March 3rd   Isabell Page 

March 17th  Isabell Page 

Welcomer 

March 3rd   Pat Cannan    

March17th   Pat Cannan  

Door 

March 3rd   Glenys Donnelly 

March 17th  Glenys Donnelly 

Morning Tea 

March 3rd   Shirley O’Dornay, Kay McLenaghen and 

    Christine Fleming 

March 17th  Mary & Ian Harrison, Eunice Jones 



 

Friday, March 1  World Day of Prayer 

    Service at St David’s 10.00 am 

Sunday, March 3  Communion Service at Hampstead 

    Congregational meeting to follow. 

Sunday, March 3  Faith Discussion Group 

    @ Oxford Street 7.00 pm 

Tuesday, March 5 Parish Council meeting  

    @ Hampstead 7.30 pm     

Tuesday, March 12 Senior Women’s Group  

    @ Hampstead 10.00 am 

Thursday, March 14 Worship Committee  

    @ Tinwald 5.00 pm 

Wednesday, March 20 Information for April newsletter to office 

Wednesday, March 20 Women’s Fellowship visit to 

    Waihi Lodge in Geraldine 

Tuesday, March 26 Senior Women’s Group 

    @ Hampstead 10.00 am 

Sunday, March 31 Newsletter ready for distribution 

Sunday, March 31 Combined Worship @ St Andrew’s 

 

Tuesday, April 2nd Parish Council meeting  

    @ Tinwald 7.30 pm 



Need a hand or a listening ear, transport, home 
communion ……..?  Please get in touch! 

Contact Almond:  Telephone:  302 6706  

Or Mary:  Telephone:  308 8437 

Church email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz\ 

Church phone: 308 7501 

St James’/ St Paul’s Presbyterian Parish 
Parish Clerks:  Almond Royds   Phone:  302 6706 

     John Tyrrell            Phone:   302 3777 

Office details:             Phone: 308 7501 

Email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

Email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 

Website:  www.stpaulsashburton.com 

Church Office is in Tinwald’, 127 Thomson Street. 

Hours of opening: Wednesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm until 
4.00 pm 

Three names will be considered for the name of our new parish 
at the congregational meeting on March 3.  

They are: Braided Rivers Presbyterian Parish, Hakatere Presby-
terian Parish, Horizons Presbyterian Parish. 

There will be two votes—the first will  reduce the three names 
to two. Then a second vote will be held to select the favoured 
name, which will go to parish council for final approval. 



 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:  20 March 2019 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
St Paul’s:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
St James’:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton  
Paper Plus, East Street, Ashburton 

Burial Plans:  A man and woman were married for many years.  
Whenever there was a confrontation, yelling could be heard deep 
into the night.  The old man would shout, “When I die, I will dig my 
way up and out of the grave and come back to haunt you for the 
rest of your life! 

Neighbours feared him.  The old man like the fact that he was 
feared.  Then one evening, he died when he was 98.  After the buri-
al, her neighbour, concerned for her safety, asked, 
“Aren’t you afraid that he may indeed be able to dig 
his way out of the grave and haunt you for the rest 
of your life? 

The wife said, “Let him dig.  I had him buried   up-
side down—and I know he won’t ask for                
directions.” 

Worship Services March 2019 
March 3rd   10.00 am @ Hampstead 
March 10th  10.00 am @ Tinwald 
March 17th  10.00 am @ Hampstead 
March 24th  10.00 am @ Tinwald 
March 31st   10.00 am @ St Andrew’s—Combined 


